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ASA 114 Cruising Catamaran Course ahoard our Excess 11 out of Anacortes WA!

= 7o
i o

What better way to gain Catamaran skills than
aboard this sailor’s Catamaran in the San Juans?!
f , " « $1,495.00 per person.

* We can take up to 5 students per course
SO sign up your entire team at a group
rate!

 Sail for 3 days/2 nights aboard our Excess
11, a sporty, performance catamaran with
a luxurious cabin and cockpit.

Sail in style!

Get ready to cruise in international catamaran cruising waters!
Start local and build your skills right at home!

.\ ViVl - gg XY :{e).Yl ° $100.00 coupon towards any course signed up during show.
(Y, (o) 'Ry 7 \"[H3 {3y * ASA101 signups get ASA102 FREE!
("TNSR 41 V.\ETI « 104/114 5-day CruiseNLearns $1895 (normally $2295).

e Sign up for our ASA 101,102,103,104,103/104 combo,105,106,114,104/114
combo and 118 courses for the 2026 season!

* Register for American Boating 101-104 to build up your power boating skills!
e Call us to design your ASA 201-206 IQC instructor clinics with us this season.
¢ Talk to us about our SailTime/PowerTime membership options.

SE AT "I"L oy, . 3116 V Place, Anacortes, WA 98221 ¢ 206-351-8661
beth @seattleyachts.com « www.sailtime.com/location/anacortes

Gail f“ﬁ' /{(X! den u ACHTS Call us to schedule or schedule online.

AMERICAN AMERICAN T .
saiLing popring ¥ Sdillime ~7PowerTime
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Fisheries Supply

Marine Supplies ﬁ®1928
STOP NURSING
YOUR HYDRAULICS

UPGRADE TO HARKEN INTEGRAL RELIABILITY

Stop wasting your season on rebuilds. The Harken Integral Adjuster
is a “plug-and-play” replacement designed to eliminate the common
failure points of aging hydraulics.

NO EXTERNAL TUBES: \ /

@ INTERNAL FLUID ROUTING
PREVENTS SNAGS AND DAMAGE

FAIL-SAFE DESIGN:
@ RELEASE VALVE CANNOT
BE OVER-TIGHTENED

REPEATABLE TUNING:
@ INTEGRATED BATTEN STICK
FOR PRECISE SETTINGS

Q)

Call us 800.426.6930 FisheriesSupply.com 1900 N. Northlake Way, Seattle


https://www.fisheriessupply.com/

Bringing Cookie Cutter Home
A savvy PNW sailor trailers his new boat west from Ontario.
By Dan Wierman

Cascadia Sailing's Bow Team

A view from the pointy end on this incredibly talented program.
By Zoe Folstetter

Close to the Water: Digital Tides and Currents

The screen-based tools this small boat adventurer leans on.
By Bruce Bateau

Hikes for Boaters: Even More San Juan Islands

Cruisers in the San Juans are never far from a fabulous hike.
By Michael Boyd and Karen Johnson

Necessary or Nice: Dates and Deadlines

Schedules are usually cruising kryptonite, except when they aren't.
By Julie and Gio Cappelli

Tech Talk with SeaBits: Your Digital Spares Kit

Self-sufficient cruisers need backups for digital systems too.
By Steve Mitchell

Smashing Success: 50" Anniversary PNW Offshore

Get the story from the overall winners on Riptide 35, Longboard.

SYC Tri-Island Series: Smith and Vashon Islands

Lots of awesome sailing, but neither race was easy to finish.

Memorably Good: Race to the Straits 2026

All-time conditions for this sold-out fleet of fun seekers.

ON THE COVER: Woodworker and boatbuilder, Bill Wessinger, rows through a tidewater cove
along Dana Passage, in his Joel White-designed Shearwater. Especially on small boats in narrow
waterways, accurate tidal information is essential (page 22). Just beneath him is a bed of sand
dollars! Photo by Bruce Bateau.

Background photo by Karen Johnson.
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O Editor

NORTHBOUND

As a devoted summer camp kid growing up in Minnesota, | can easily recall every sensory
input—scents, sounds, and sights—that instinctively readied me for my annual journey
to the northwoods and border lakes. Decades later on the shores of Puget Sound, it's a
different seasonal northward call, but it's similarly powerful.

June is a month of action for some sizable and ambitious contingents of the Pacific
Northwest boating community. Whereas those taking the “Big Left Turn” south often circle
August as go-time; if you're headed north, especially far north, you've got to be underway
in June or you're likely to miss this year’s reasonable window for a round-trip to Southeast
Alaska via the Inside Passage. For those who prize flexibility and want to see as much as
possible along the way, June might even feel on the late side—but it's the most common
departure month for northbound Salish Sea sailors by a fairly wide margin. The combination
of daylight hours, increasingly warm and dry weather, and the time to get north, explore
while you're there, and return safely home validates the conventional wisdom.

Of course, cruising north isn't the only way mariners will traverse these wondrous
waterways this month. After its first off-year of the new every-other-year schedule, Race
to Alaska (R2AK) is making its triumphant return to the Inside Passage, starting June 14.
If registrations are any indication, the draw to this year's R2AK will be strong. | know I'm
feeling it—there’s a community-wide electricity with so many more sailors and boats
undertaking this massive engineless adventure to parts north than ever before.

The dream of Alaska is alluring, whether you're racing there or cruising. However, |
frequently encounter friends and cruisers who talk about what they're doing now that
they've decided Alaska is not going to work this year. And as you know, that’s hardly a
compromise. Whether your bearings point you in the direction of the San Juan and Gulf
islands for a few sublime summer weeks, or perhaps Desolation Sound or the Octopus
Islands; the Broughton Archipelago or a circumnavigation of Vancouver Island; on a transit
to Haida Gwaii or meandering through the infinite coves and fjords of the Central and
North Coast of British Columbia—none of it is Alaska, but every single possibility makes a
PNW boat-nut swoon.

With springtime weather fluctuations on the wane and the solstice on the horizon,
if there was ever a time to go north, this is it. And in this month’s potpourri of editorial
content, you'll find a number of nods to northbounders: hikes to hit in the San Juans if
you're passing through (page 24), some thoughtful digital resources (tidal tools on page 22
and advice about a digital spares kit on page 32), as well as some worthy food for thought
about the risks and occasional rewards of schedules and deadlines for cruisers (page 28).

Here at 48° North, we make a concerted effort to honor the unsung and unambiguously
great cruising found in south Puget Sound, but there’s no
mistaking it—the cruising “headliners” tend to be north
of my editor’s desk in the Central Sound. This June, when
so many compasses will be pointed at 0° | too sense
the northward pull. And until I'm able to cast off
docklines a little later this season, | hope you'll / -
join me in cheering on all of our friends, neighbors, L
and fellow community members who, one way or

I'll see you on the water,

another, are chasing big dreams in the water- Joe Cline
wilderness that lies to the north. Cheers to  Managing Editor,
your safe and happy passages! 48° North
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ELLIOTT BAY YACHT SALES

39’ Fast Passage=

42’ Sabre

SAILBOATS

77'Schumacher PH '02. $795,000
56" Sundeer 95 ..., $225,000
50 S&S Classic '70.......cccovvverrnen. $250,000
46'Beneteau 46.1 '22..........o........ $495,000
44" Worldcruiser Schooner '79........ $79,500
41" Sweden Yachts ‘81 .....ccccoooeee.... $69,500
40') Boats J/120 '96.......ccoevvvnn. $120,000
39’ Fast Passage '80...... ..$98,500
36') Boats J/112e ‘21 $349,000
36" C&C 11004 ... $99,000
36" Hunter 05 ..o, $78,500
28’ Alerion Express ‘17 .........ccoouuees $110,000
POWERBOATS

44'Hinckley Talaria ‘0T....c...coeeveeee. $525,000

42' Sabre Salon Express '16.......... $675,000

42' Grand Banks ‘90 $185,000
42' Grand Banks ‘85.....coeveeveen. $99,000
40 Tollycraft ‘74 ..o $110,000
39’ Chris Craft ‘88 ......ccovvevveeeeean. $99,500
38'True North '02......oovveveaa. $179,000
36’ Grand Banks MY ‘97 ............. $165,000
34'Glacier Bay 3470 '06............ $169,500

28" Protector ‘07 .......cocoeveeeeeeeereeennn. $99,500

BROKERAGE TEAM

Paul Jenkins
206.793.3529

Bill O’Brien
206.849.8497

Mark Lindeman
253.851.4497

eattle, Washington 98199

Phone: 206.285.9563 -
Email:-info @elliottbayyachtsales.com

Web:  www elliottbayyachtsales.com
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Proud Host of the Downtown Sailing Series ¢ S
EY

\

N |
- RACING FOR A REASON.

Thursday nights on Elliott Bay supgorting the
| o= Forgotten Children’s Fund.
I'NI - \ , i-r ‘
sy R |

.r '. *‘ ' +-I y 7% ‘ - :. :E ' ______ .I . | Ir_ “: .
h h ‘
June 4 - August 6'

4
ail .i, ta \'/ upport
S Stay Supp
Fr.ee. to Discounted Overnight Get Involved
Parthlpate Moorage DowntownSailingSeries.com

Seasonal Moorage Available - Call 206-285-4817
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https://www.downtownsailingseries.com/

Two Marinas. ) )
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trades — or

Pacific NW’s = Zr do-it-yourself!
Coolest Town. I

Five Travelifts.

portofpt.com . 360-385-6211
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News from Northwest Vlaritime

48° North has been published by the nonprofit Northwest Maritime since 2018. We are continually amazed and inspired by the

important work of our colleagues and organization, and dedicate this page to sharing more about these activities with you.

CELEBRATING MARITIME HIGH SCHOOL'S CLASS OF 2026

The Class of 2026 has truly left its mark on Maritime High
School (MHS). This year, we proudly celebrate 26 graduating
seniors who have spent the last four years challenging
themselves academically, professionally, and personally
through hands-on maritime education. From long days in the
classroom and the shop to time spent on the water and in the
community, these students have shown resilience, leadership,
and dedication every step of the way. We could not be prouder
of all they have accomplished.

Over the past four years, this class has embraced every
opportunity to grow. They have built strong technical skills,
formed lasting friendships, and developed the confidence to
take on whatever comes next. Their hard work and determination
have helped shape not only their futures, but also the culture
and spirit of Maritime High School. They have represented our
school with professionalism, curiosity, and pride, and their
positive influence will continue to be felt long after graduation.

Among the graduating class are 16 Marine Science students
who are preparing to continue their education at colleges and
universities across the country. Students will attend institutions
such as Western Washington University, Temple University, and
Northeastern University, as well as other
outstanding programs. These students
have spent their time at Maritime High
School exploring marine ecosystems,
environmental stewardship, and scientific
research, and we are excited to see the
impact they will make in the years ahead.
Whether pursuing careersin conservation,
research, policy, or education, they are
well prepared to continue making waves

in the maritime and scientific communities.

Our 10 Vessel Operations students are also charting exciting
paths forward as they work toward earning their QMED
(Qualified Member of the Engine Department) certifications.
Through rigorous hands-on training and industry experience,
these students are preparing for careers directly within the
maritime workforce. Many are currently exploring internship
opportunities with organizations such as Washington State
Ferries, Western Towboat, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Their commitment, work ethic, and
technical skills are opening doors to meaningful careers on the
water and throughout the maritime industry.

As this incredible group of seniors prepares to graduate,
we applaud what they have achieved and celebrate the bright
futures ahead of them. The Class of 2026 has shown what it
means to lead with determination, teamwork, and purpose. We
are honored to have been part of their journey and cannot wait
to see where the tides take them next. Fair winds and following
seas to each of these wonderful soon-to-be MHS grads!

Nalani O’Brien, MHS Maritime Education Instructor

» WWwW.nwmaritime.org

RACE TO ALASKA STARTS THIS MONTH AND YOU'RE INVITED

The long wait is over. The
wonderful weirdos of the R2AK *
fleet will be charging north—
sometimes fast, sometimes at a
snail's pace—as of June 14, 2026. .
The beloved pastime of following
the adventures from your armchair
is good, but did you know you can .
join the fun in person? Come rub
elbows with your heroes, and bid
them bon voyage!

R2AK Ruckus: Sat., June 13, 3 p.m. - 7 p.m., Northwest Maritime, Port Townsend

* R2AK Port Townsend Start: Sunday, June 14, 5 a.m. Northwest Maritime Dock
Victoria Racer Arrivals: Sun. and Mon., June 14 and 15, Victoria Causeway Marina
e Victoria Open Docks: Tuesday, June 16, Victoria Causeway Marina

R2AK Stage Two Start: Wednesday, June 17, noon, Victoria Causeway Marina

» www.r2ak.com

Wooden Boat
Festival

Northwest
Maritime

RACETO
ALASKA

Swan
Hotel
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Boating can be unpredictable. Our team of experienced, local captains know the
waterways inside and out, so you can trust that you're in capable hands. For a
year of worry-free boating, you can count on a towing membership from BoatU.S.

R > | 24/1Towing by Local Scan the QR Code or visit
B oatus Captains You Can Trust BoatUS.com/Wheelhouse to Join

Details of services provided can he found online at BoatUS.com/Agree. TowBoatU.S. is not a rescue service. In case of an emergency, contact the Coast Guard or a government agency immediately.



https://www.boatus.com/towing/membership?sourcecode=HQWHEEL

Report invasive

Department of

FISH &

European green crabs 2 o
Step 1: Identify Step 2: Report

If you find a suspected European green crab or their
# shell, photograph it, note the location, and report it.

wdfw.wa.gov/greencrab

Up to 4 inches
wide Carcinus maenas

The European green crab is a damaging invasive species that poses a threat to native shellfish and habitat for salmon and many
other species. They are not always green and may be orange, red or yellow. These shore crabs are found in less than 25 feet of water
often in estuaries, mudflats, and intertidal zones. They are not likely to be caught in deeper water, but may be encountered by beach
anglers, waders, clam and oyster harvesters, or those crabbing off docks or piers in shallow areas. As a Prohibited species, it is illegal
to possess or transport live European green crabs in Washington. Shellfish growers and private tidelands owners in areas with
European green crabs should contact WDFW for management support or permits. Please email at ais@dfw.wa.gov.

Request this information in an alternative format or language at wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation, 833-885-1012, TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov.

Protect Our

CLEAN DRAI N / Invasive species such as quagga and zebra

mussels threaten our outdoor recreation,
Boats * Boat Fully before economy, infrastructure, environment, and
Kayaks & SUPs * Bilge moving to a new public health. Help stop the spread by cleaning,
Trailers * Motor lake, river, or draining, and drying your gear, equipment, and 2" more:

. R dfw.wa.gov/
Gear . Live-wells waterway. watercraft every time you leave the water. clean-drain-dry

Request this information in an alternative format or language at wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requestsaccommodation, 833-885-1012, TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov.
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News & Evenls

LAKE UNION SEAPLANE ADVISORY BUOYS GO IN
ON MEMORIAL DAY, PLEASE ‘MIND THE ZONF'’

With a warm, busy summer on Lake
Union approaching, thousands of extra
visitors coming to the Seattle area for
FIFA World Cup games, and more outdoor
recreators on the lake than ever, RBAW is
gearing up its MindTheZone campaign for
another summer of increasing awareness,
courtesy, and safety on the Lake.

If you've been out on Lake Union on a
beautiful summer’s day, you know what
a recreational gem it is, but also just how
busy it can be. In fact, usage on the lake has
increased dramatically inrecentyears.Inan
effort to manage seaplane, boat, and other
watercraft traffic during the busy summer
months, the City of Seattle annually
installs five seaplane advisory buoys that
are in place from Memorial Day through
Labor Day. The buoys run in a north-south

PORT OF EVERETT AWARDED
$11.25 MILLION FEDERAL PORT
INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT

line on the lake and are visible day and
night. When the buoys’ yellow lights are
flashing, a seaplane is about to take off
or land, and all lake users are asked to
move 200 feet east or west of the buoy
line. Yet many new (and even long-
time) sailors, powerboaters, kayakers,
and paddleboarders are unaware of the
purpose of the buoys.

The Recreational Boating Association
of Washington (RBAW), a volunteer
organization run by boaters for boaters,
is leading an effort to raise awareness
of the seaplane landing advisory zone
among all groups of boaters. The
campaign is dubbed #MindTheZone
and the RBAW would appreciate

recreational boater’'s help spreading the

word.

M ®

N Sy AHERSAIN

==

Seartle Space Needle

#MindTheZone

«Always be aware of
the 5 seaplane
advisory buoys

=When flashing
yellow, move 200
feet east or west
of the buoys

RECREATIOMAL
BOATING L==!
ASSOCIATION

Mo oty of Wateorer Geidk

For more information, visit:
rbaw.org/mindthezone

JOIN THE RACING FUN AT THE
WHIDBEY SUMMER CLASSIC
REGATTA JULY 10-12

TheU.S.DepartmentofTransportation Maritime Administration The waters of Penn Cove are about to come alive again

recently announced that the Port of Everett has been awarded
an $11.25 million grant from the federal Port Infrastructure
Development Program to modernize and strengthen Pier 3 at its

international seaport.

The project will allow
the Port to better serve
and support the safe,
efficient, and reliable
freight movement and
maritime commerce
at  Washington’'s third
largest container port.
The Pier 3 Strengthening
Safety and Commerce

project will diversify the types of cargo that can be handled at
the site, permitting for operation of cargo-handling equipment
on the pier, maintaining the safety of this valuable part of supply
chain infrastructure for maritime users and port operations.
This funding will support the full scope of the project,
including planning and engineering, environmental review,
permitting, and construction. The project includes installing
new vertical piles beneath the pier and restoring other damaged

piles, adding new life to the structure.
www.portofeverett.com/seaport
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as the Whidbey Summer Classic Regatta (WSCR, Whisker for
short) returns for another unforgettable weekend of racing,
July 10-12. The regatta is quickly becoming one of the
must-race events of the summer calendar, with ideal sailing
conditions, competitive racing, and the kind of atmosphere
that will keep sailors talking well after crossing the finish
line.

The Whidbey Summer Classic Regatta is designed to feel
like a true sailing celebration including seasoned veterans
to newer crews looking for their next challenge. This event
welcomes a wide range of racers who all share the same
passion for getting on the water. Whether you're chasing
the podium or looking for an unforgettable weekend with
friends and family, this regatta delivers an experience
that will blend high-level racing with laid-back Northwest
culture.

Competitors can expect exciting courses, scenic sailing,
shifting currents, and tactical opportunities, meaning no
race will ever be decided early.

Off the water, the energy continues shoreside at the Oak
Harbor Yacht Club, with live music, food and drinks. Laugh,
share stories, reconnect with old friends, and be a part of a
community that continues to grow every year.

www.whidbeyclassic.com


https://rbaw.org/mindthezone
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News & Evenls

WESTERN FLYER RETURNING TO PORT TOWNSEND
FOR STUDENT PROGRAMS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

The historic fishing vessel Western Flyer will return to Port
Townsend this spring for a week-long schedule of student
programs and community events.

Originally built in Tacoma in 1937, the Western Flyer is best
known for carrying John Steinbeck and Ed Ricketts on their
1940 Gulf of California expedition, later chronicled in The Log
from the Sea of Cortez. After decades of fishing, two sinkings,
and a full restoration in Port Townsend, the vessel now serves
as a platform for ocean science, education, and storytelling.

During its Port Townsend visit from May 27 to June 8, the
Western Flyer will be moored at the Northwest Maritime Center
dock, where the Western Flyer Foundation will partner with
Northwest Maritime and other local organizations to deliver
hands-on education programs for students from around the
region. The visit is part of a broader pilot voyage to the Pacific
Northwest, with additional stops in Charleston and Newport,
Oregon.

Aboard this iconic vessel, participants will deploy scientific
instruments, collect real-time ocean data, study marine
ecosystems, and work alongside scientists, educators, and
mariners—while also engaging with the vessel's remarkable
history, from its fishing roots to the Steinbeck-Ricketts
expedition.

COME SAILING IN THE SUMMER TWILIGHT

SERIES ON LUDLOW BAY

"This is where the Western
Flyer was brought back to life,”
said John Gregg, founder of the
Western Flyer Foundation. "Bringing
her back now, in service of students and
science, means a great deal to all of us.”

The Port Townsend Shipwrights Co-Op, which led the vessel's
restoration, remains a key partner and supporter of the Western
Flyer and this voyage.

"The Western Flyer holds a special place in Port Townsend,”
said Tim Lee, Owner/Partner at the Shipwrights Co-op. "Seeing
her return as a working vessel for science and education is
very meaningful for our community. We all have a lot of years
invested in this boat and we’ll be happy to have her come back
again.”

The expedition is also supported by UnCruise Adventures,
Northwest Maritime, and a growing network of community
partners helping bring programs to life across the region.

The public is invited to a community event at Northwest
Maritime Center on June 7, featuring free tours of the Western
Flyer, opportunities to meet crew and educators, and learn
more about the vessel’s mission.

www.westernflyer.org

24™ ANNUAL PNW
PIRATES BASH AUGUST

Set your calendars for Thursday,
June 18, the first outing of the 2026
Twilight Sailing Series, brought to
you by the Port Ludlow Yacht Club
(PLYC) and Port Ludlow Marina.
On four Thursday afternoons this
summer, sailors and crews will
gather to enjoy informal racing,
fellowship, and vibrant social
gatherings at Port Ludlow Marina.

The event welcomes vessels of all
types from the greater Port Ludlow
area to traverse a scenic 90-minute
course, followed by a festive
BBQ "“Under the Tent.” Boaters,
crews, and guests participate at
no cost, and all participating boats
are eligible for a drawing to win
Swag Bags filled with memorable
items. No registration is required;
participants are encouraged to just
show up and sail. Motor vessels
are also encouraged to attend and

spectate.

This year’s dates are on Thursdays,
June 18, July 9, July 23, and August
13. The sailing will last from 5:00 to
6:30 p.m., with post-race festivities
from 6:30 -8 p.m.

The Twilight Sailing Series directly
benefits the North Olympic Salmon
Coalition (NOSC), a respected non-
profit dedicated to salmon habitat
restoration on the North Olympic
Peninsula. NOSC is one of fourteen
Regional Fisheries Enhancement
Groups in Washington State working
with landowners and volunteers to
ensure the future of wild salmon
populations on the Olympic
Peninsula.

If you would like to participate as
crew on a boat, or are a captain who
needs crew, or just have a general
question, please contact Derek du
Nann at »» plc18scp@plyc.us
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21-23 IN POULSBO

Join your fellow boaters at the gathering
that is less of a formal event and more of a
reunion for those Pirates who prefer life
on the water. The PNW Pirates Bash begins
on Friday afternoon as the fleet-typically
numbering between 25 and 30 boats-arrives
at the Port of Poulsbo. As the lines are
secured, the "Grog and Camaraderie” begin.

Saturday is the heart of the gathering,
packed with activities that celebrate the
pirate spiritincluding the Treasure Scavenger
Hunt, Blindman Dinghy Races, Best Pirate
and Decorated Boat Awards, Afternoon
Cannons, a potluck dinner, and live music by
Soul Purpose.

Sunday morning is a potluck breakfast
send off. Come join the Celebration!

Find out more at the Facebook group: PNW
Poulsbo Pirates Bash 2026 Poulsbo Aug. 21-
23,2026 or call or text Sheri (206) 693-0002.


http://www.westernflyer.org
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Know the laws to protect

Southern Resident killer whales

2 1,000 Yards 400 Yards
~——— P from Southern Resident killer whales  from Southern Resident killer whales
v v

STAY AWAY SLOW STOP

>1,000 yards Move away obeying Disengage transmission,
from whale(s) 7-knot speed limit cease paddling, luff sails

1/2 nautical mile = roughly 1,000 yards

Boaters must:
» Stay 1,000 yards away from Southern Resident(s)
» If within 1,000 yards, move away below 7-knot

speed limit
» If within 400 yards (and if it is safe to do so), Report Violations:
disengage transmission, luff sails, or stop 1-877-933-9847

paddling until whale(s) move away o Gl &t

www.bewhalewise.org

Learn more at wdfw.wa.gov/orca

Photo: Richard Marshall

ULLMAN SAILS
Pacifec Nonthuest

LILLMAN SAILS.

« Full Service Rigging Shop V e

- PTR Built Rod & Wire Standing Rigging

‘ Ullman Sails
(360) 504-6640

Pnw.ullmansails.com

- Mast & Spar Repair 5 =2 : :

7

e “PTR Custom Built Masts, Booms, Poles

360 385-6330 ¢ lnTo@PortTownsendeggmg 1;6m
PortTownsendRigging. com - g
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BETA MARINE

All the Power You_ Need

Qil Change Dip Stick

Fuel Oil

Filter ;
Raw Water

Pump

_-Lube Oil
%L Filter

Beta Marine West (Distributor).
400 Harbor Dr, Sausalito, CA 94965
415-332-3507 o &

O LETTERS

Social Media Response to William Kelly and Anne Vipond's
Article and Imagery in "Getting Beyond Desolation Sound”
from the May 2026 Issue

Charlie Doyle: My first
time through Surge, | didn't
know that the current tables
were standard time rather
than daylight savings. | was
an hour early and couldn't
understand why boats were
still coming towards me!

Robert Mc Millan: Yep,
this is real Canada, and we
have lots more just like it.
Eat your hearts out!

Kurt Ritter: Love the passage from Desolation up to the
Broughtons. Some crazy rapids along the way, but just adds to
the journey. Have done this three times in a Hobie 33.

Daniel Jantzen: Five years ago, | nearly drowned while
kayaking Surge Narrows. We were hit suddenly and
unexpectedly hit by a storm and the exact spot that | went
under is in this picture. This is the first time since the incident
that | have seen the spot... instantly brought up what | went
through.

Jim Gillette: | watched a 34-foot Tolly put its salon windows
in the green water following me through against the current
in Surge Narrows. Watched the same boat go backwards in
Seymour at 3,500 rpm.

Terry Krook: When salmon farms were in their infancy, |
towed some floats through there. In our shop there was a
guy that would bulls**t about anything to make himself look
important. He said, "Oh yeah, lots of room." | was towing with
a 54-foot seine boat. We had a power skiff and a siene skiff
with an outboard. We waited in Yeatman Bay until the end of
the ebb and headed through. By time we realized is was going
to be tight, it was too late to turn back. We were committed.
| got two of the crew into the skiffs to keep the tow straight.
One on each side. We made it, but there was less than 6 feet
on either side when we went through. The skiffs had to back
and follow. With hundreds of thousands of dollars of someone
else’s property. Did he get an earful when we got back.

Dave Leech: First time through Surge, | misread the current
chart, and was doing 9.5 knots through the water, zero over
ground. Finally got through—didn’t need coffee for two days.
Learned to look at the compass courses on the page in the old
CHS current tables...
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WHERE THE WATER SETS THE PACE

8177 CULTUS DR

L OFFERED AT $1,285,000.

. Elevated above Cultus Bay with sweeping Olympic Mountain
views, this fully renovated retreat blends coastal luxury with
the relaxed boating lifestyle of Sandy Hook Yacht Club
Estates. Moments from the Clinton ferry with convenient
access to Seattle, Bellevue, and Paine Field. Enjoy premier
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community amenities, exceptional fishing, and abundant

Evergreen-studded islands, abundant wildlife and peaceful
anchorages. Experienced or new to boating, we can help you
discover the joys of cruising the beautiful San Juan Islands!
Beginner to advanced liveaboard courses. Sailboat and
powerboat bareboat charters. Guided flotillas too!

INSTRUCTION . BAREBOAT CHARTER . BROKERAGE

sanjuansailing.com - 360-671-4300

S| wildlife including bald eagles and blue herons.
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Never Visit The Fuel Dock Again

Clean Reliable Electric Power
C—

www.e|ecfricpcdd|e.com


https://www.electricpaddle.com/
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https://www.exprealty.com/clinton-wa-real-estate/sandy-hook/8177-cultus-dr

CROSSWORD

1 It's what an anchor chain
passes through

7 lIslet
9 Naught

10 Distance north or south of
the equator measured in
degrees

11 Spar used to extend the foot
of a sail

13 Killer whale

15 Ship! - last resort
when a ship’s in trouble

18 Handed-down history
19 Wet

20 Single-masted vessels with
two or more headsails

22 Take a break

23 Intersects

26 Natural light source

27 Cry for assistance at sea

28 __address

29 ____ aground

32 Tide that is rising or coming
in

36 Astronaut Shepard

38 The "N” of U.S.N.A.

39 Nautical units of
measurement equal to six
feet

See solution on page

1 Steering mechanism of a
vessel

2 Line where a vessel's hull
meets the water’s surface

3 Where the river meets the
sea

Signal meaning "l am
directing my course to port”

Cobbler, e.g.

__Capitan

Completely clear, as a sky
Thanksgiving serving

12 Secure down the hatches,
for example

14 Conduct or direct the
steering of a ship

16 Crows’ (high areas on
ships)

17 Boat with three parallel
hulls

20 Start out on a voyage, 2
words

21 ___de Janeiro

24 Titanium symbol

25 Sunblock-bottle initials
30 According to, 2 words

31 Part of U.S.N.A,, abbr.

33 Part of an E-mail address
34 Wedding vow, 2 words
35 Electric vehicles, abbr.
37 Sodium symbol

N
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DID YOU KNOW?
by Bryan Henry

Hagfishes have neither jaws nor stomachs and are
parasites of larger fishes. They defend themselves by
exuding copious amounts of slime and can tie their
bodies into knots.

There are right-handed and left-handed flatfishes. The
flounder, plaice, dab, halibut, witch, and sole have eyes
on the right side, while the turbot, megrim and brill
have eyes on the left side of the body.

When we think of crustaceans, crabs, lobsters, and
shrimp come to mind, but there are more than 31,000
species ranging from giant spider crabs with leg spans
of 12 feet and weighing 30 pounds, to tiny copepods,
no larger than the head of a pin. They live in fresh and
saltwater, and some live on land and even climb trees.
Some even live in—believe it or not—the Sahara.

The arrowhead crab’s eyes give it nearly a 360° view.

The horseshoe crab has four eyes—two simple eyes and
two compound eyes—located on the top of its carapace.

The Japanese giant spider crab is the world’s largest
crustacean and the largest living arthropod.

The large openings on the heads of skates and rays that
are sometimes mistaken for eyes are part of the fish’s
respiratory system and are called spiracles.

Schools of migrating mullet form chains that stretch
for more than 60 miles.

About half of all fish species spend part of their lives
schooling, and a quarter school throughout life.

Many of the creatures found in the deep sea depend on
“marine snow” for their survival—a constant shower
of plant and animal material that sinks from the ocean’s
surface.

The popular aquarium fish known as the guppy was
named for the naturalist who discovered it in Trinidad
in 1876.

Thebrainofanadultspermwhaleweighsapproximately
20-pounds. Humans, by comparison, have 3-pound
brains.

The American sperm whale fishery flourished from
about 1750 to 1850, reaching its zenith in the 1840s.
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Visit us af the
Anacorles
Boat & Yacht Show!

SAILBOATS

45" Wauquiez Centurion 45 1992
45' Hunter Center Cockpit 2007

43" Hunter 420 Center Cockpit 1999
40' Valiant 1983

40’ Valiant Cutter 1982

39" CAL MK 1111981

36' Cascade Cutter 1972

36' Septre 36 1980 'BRANDYWINE'
34" C&C Plus Sloop 1991

32' Beneteau Oceanis 321 2000

POWERBOATS

50" Transworld Fantail PH 1991

47' Bayliner 4788 Pilothouse 1995

43' Delta Marine Trawler 1978

42' Grand Banks Classic 1979

42" Grand Banks Classic 1964 (Woodie)

40" Nova Marine Sundeck 1985

37' Rozema - Landing Craft 2018

36' Downeast Custom Cruiser 1996

36' Grand Banks Classic 1974

34" CHB Europa Trawler 1976

33" Sea Ray 3302008

33" Bertram Sport Fish 1987

28" Albin Tournament Express 2006

25" Surf Scoter by Devlin 2000

23' Bayliner Trophy & Trailer 2003

22' Grady White 226 Seafarer &Trailer
2015

West Yachts, Anacortes WA

Located at Cap Sante Marina
360-299-2526 + west-yachts.com

DOWNLOAD THE PUMPOUT NAV APP
TO FIND APUMPOUT NEAR YOU!

Pumpout Nav makes it easy to protect
Washington’s waters. The free app shows
the locations of pumpouts, dump stations,
and floating restrooms across the country,
SO you can manage waste responsibly every
time you’re out on the water.

DOWNLOAD
“e. THE APP TODAY!

Sea™/
Grant

WASHINGTON

BOAT STANDS M BS'2

*Special = West Coast Only

STOCK IN SEATTLE

STRONGER

PAINTED OR
GALVANIZED

Warranties:
12-YEAR PLYWOOD | 7-YEAR RUST-THRU

www.scaffoldmart.com/marinemart 866=900=0983  scanrorperans
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Products News

MUSTANG SURVIVAL KIDS REV FOAM VEST PFD COLLECTION

For kids, wearing an approved PFD when on the water is non-
negotiable, and it's vitally important that the one you choose
fits properly and is also comfortable. Mustang had that in mind
when they set out to revamp their kids’ line of PFDs. They
started by getting rid of PVC, instead swapping it out for GAIA®
foam, and added a ventilated mesh back to help keep kids cool
on hot days. Upgraded zippers and buckles ensure a better fitin
and out of the water, and the vests are softer, more breathable,
and easier to move around in. The Rev Collection comes in a
variety of colors and sizes to suit a wide range of young boaters.

Price: Starting at $64.99 »» www.mustangsurvival.com

EP CARRY LAUNCHES GEN2 ELECTRIC
OUTBOARD

Built and serviced in North Bend, Washington, EP Carry recently released their
Gen2 electric outboard, which retains the ultralight patented design that has
made it a favorite for ship-to-shore dinghy work and small boat cruising, while
adding meaningful performance upgrades. An advanced controller delivers 22%
more propulsive thrust with no increase in size or weight, making it capable of
pushing vessels of up to 1,000 pounds and 19 feet with efficiency: exceeding 20
miles on a single charge, or shorter distances at even higher throttle. The motor
accepts 12V, 24V, or 36V LFP batteries, giving owners the freedom to upgrade
as battery technology improves and costs drop. An optional Bluetooth monitor
displays charge levels and power consumption in real time from a smartphone,
taking the guesswork out of range management.

Price: $1,489 = www.electricpaddle.com

RAYMARINE AXIOM 2

Raymarine’s Axiom 2 is the next generation of their innovative
chartplotter product line. The Axiom 2 features a powerful 6-core
processor, rugged HydroTough™ display, and expanded app and
engine integration to deliver a faster and more responsive navigation
experience for boaters of all kinds. Designed for sailors, anglers,
cruisers, and powerboat owners, the Axiom 2 combines next-level
performance with Raymarine’s signature durability and ease of use.
The unit’s 64 Gigabit Ethernet allows for high-speed integration of
radar, cameras, sonar, and accessory devices, and is powered by the
LightHouse operating system with an intuitive interface and access
to over 30 LightHouse apps. The Axiom 2 is backed by a 3-year
warranty.

Price: $1,499 :» www.raymarine.com
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- offering, you'll also be supporting 48

PREMIUM 48° NORTH
SUBSCRIPTION

Become a part of the 48° North crew! In
addition to your magazine each month,
with this exciting new subscription
North in a more meaningful way. But,
warmed cockles are far from the only
benefit. Others include:

| *Annual subscription to 48° North

delivered to your door.

" *Two 3-day pass to Port Townsend

Wooden Boat Festival ($110 value)

" +Northwest Maritime Center Member

decal

* 10% discount on most items in the
Welcome Center

*$125/year (additional fees for First
Class forwarding or International)

JUST THE MAGAZINE, PLEASE:
Our standard subscription gets you 12
months of 48° North and its associated
special publications (SARC, Setting
Sail, and the Official R2AK Program).

*$39/year (additional fees
for First Class forwarding
or International)

Subscribe today online:

48north.com/subscribe

HEE T AT R AR T T

AN ANEInL Eno

Make your boating
dreams a reality

Local bank, local decisions.

Jennifer Patterson
Marine Loan Manager
(206) 352-704+0

Jjennifer.patterson@peoplesbank-wa.com

Jenn Zender
Marine Loan Officer
(206) 352-7040

jenn.zender@peoplesbank-wa.com

Peoples Bank

Member FDIC
peoplesbank-wa.com/marine

INSTALL .~
aquadrive

5hp - 2000hp

— -

on soft mounts needs total freedom of
movement from its propshaft if noise

and vibration are not to be transmitted to
the hull. The AquaDrive provides just

this freedom of movement. Tests

proved that the AquaDrive with its

softer engine mountings can reduce
vibration by 95% and structure borne noise
by 50% or more. For information, call
Drivelines NW today.

Business or Pleasure, AquaDrive will make
your boat smoother, quieter and vibration
free.

The AquaDrive system solves a
problem nearly a century old; the fact
that marine engines are installed on soft
engine mounts and attached almost
rigidly to the propeller shaft.

The very logic of AquaDrive is
inescapable. An engine that is vibrating

@[DRWEUNES NW =

“A-Northwest Legend for Over 25 Years”

311 S. Brandon St, Seattle, WA 98108 ¢ (206) 622-8760
Visit Our Web Site: www.aquadrive.net

INC
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by Bruce Bateau

and consult my paper charts. In my last column (see Riding the Tidein the April 2026 issue), | wrote about my fascination

When it comes to small boat sailing, | lean luddite. | like to feel the wind, experience the changing conditions of the water,

with the highly useful Current Atlas - Juan de Fuca Strait to Strait of Georgia, a reference | turn to regularly. But when |
want to get somewhere in a small boat with an additional margin of knowledge and safety, without doing all the work, | confess

that | lean on three digital tools.

TOOL #1

“Currents are a fact of life in the Pacific Northwest,” sailor
David Jade told me recently. “Using them wisely is the
difference between arriving well before sunset, or dropping
anchor in the dark.”

Jade, who sails a keelboat, encountered the Current Atlas
early in his time in our region. He had a great deal of respect
and admiration for the information in its pages. As for the
format, “it was obvious there was a better
way to do it.”

AnappdeveloperwhorunsTinyOctopus.net,
Jade told me that at some point, the Current
Atlas fell out of print and was no longer
easy to find. The Canadian Hydrographic
Service (CHS), which has rights to the
book and all the data that creates it, didn't
seem interested in reprinting it. But David
had ideas for an app that would make the
information easier to use.

An app based on the Current Atlas
seemed an obvious idea to me, but | had
never seen one until Jade’s version, PNW
Current Atlas, appeared a few years ago.
Creating the app required perseverance. "It
took me two years to negotiate with CHS to

on your device. An array of animated blue arrows swirl across
the screen, showing the present pattern of currents or future
configurations, with arrow thickness representing relative
current strength. PNW Current Atlas works without an internet
connection, making it useful for remote locations, or just for
unplugging. Part of me was enchanted to see one of my favorite
navigation books come to life. Another part gave me pause.

TOOL #2

For navigating to points outside of
the San Juans and Gulf Islands, most
boaters know about the free NOAA or CHS
prediction tables for tidal passes like Agate
Passage or Seymour Narrows. But those
tables only tell a partial story: the broader
patterns of water movement are critical for
small boat navigation—and for making a
trip fun and tenable, instead of a slog.

While helpful, the numbers on those
tables aren’t always intuitive, so when |
want to visualize the bones of a future
trip from my home computer, | might
turn to DeepZoom.com, which provides
basic animation of currents for the major
United States passes (using NOAA's data).

:."r@w&?m

use the info in the book,” Jade explained. ’L" i -\1 '\Q\J'\ It's a helpful, free, and no-frills approach.
As far as I'm concerned, those two years (/ ‘t\\”ﬁ‘\t % ST:I::: It won't give enough detail to get me
vl i -

were well spent. Open PNW Current Atlas,

perfectly from my beloved Hope Island to

and with the tap of a finger, a basic map
of the San Juan and Gulf Islands appears

The arrows on the PNW Current Atlas
App show current direction and speed.
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Woodard Bay, but it will give me the gist of
where currents are flowing throughout a



DeepZoom is helpful, free, and easy to use.

day.

When sails and oars are the primary means of propulsion,
navigational details matter. Waiting out a tidal pass is easy,
but beating into the wind against an unexpected current for
an entire afternoon is just a drag, especially when my cockpit
has a freeboard of less than a foot.

TOOL #3

A third digital resource captures the magic and utility of the
original CurrentAtlas—andaddsmore.TheOceanConnect.ca
website works on a desktop computer or a
smartphone with a data connection. It provides
a two-day forecast of currents, wind, and
waves, using a combination of computer
models and live data from monitoring
stations. On my screen, its images
feel like a mash up of the northern
lights and an armada of shooting stars
superimposed on a chart of the Salish
Sea and beyond. Blues and greens
indicate intensity and speed, helpful
animated white arrows show direction.
OceanConnect covers an area from Olympia,
Washington, through coastal British Columbia,
to Southeast Alaska.

I'm slow to adopt any new technology, and it took
me several trips using OceanConnect to feel confident that
| could trust it. On a two-week San Juan Islands meander, |
double checked it against my Current Atlas and found it
strikingly helpful. It displayed all the critical detail provided
by the Atlas for a given moment—and additional detail that
| wouldn’t otherwise have gotten. That information let me
move from one place to another with minimal effort.

But how could such a helpful resource be free? To find out,
| caught up with OceanConnect software developers Nate
Rosenstock and Jorin Weatherston by email. "OceanConnect
began as a collaboration between the Canadian Integrated
Ocean Observing System’s (CIOOS) Pacific node and the
Hakai Institute,” they told me.

The Hakai Institute is a non-profit that conducts long-term
ecological research in BC's coastal and forest ecosystems. It
operates laboratories on Calvert and Quadra Islands. CIOOS is
a Canadian government service that intends to "make ocean
data openly discoverable and accessible.”

OceanConnect is useful for a wide variety of water borne activities in the PNW.

OceanConnect staff described the website as intended “for
anyone who interacts with the BC waters—sailors, kayakers,
swimmers, surfers, divers, and recreational boaters.”

This partnership and process feels like a DNA connection
to my old friend the Current Atlas, which was also created
via collaboration between scientists from the Canadian
government and from the University of British Columbia
(among others).

While OceanConnect only works with a data connection,
I've found it useful for thinking through the day ahead

and potentially for a quick check of conditions

once underway. It doesn’t replace the long-

term planning that the Atlas fosters, but it

definitely makes it easy to quickly see

what’s happening at the moment and
over a broad geographic area.

OVERALL
Novice sailors may find it tempting to
navigate solely by using OceanConnect
or other digital tools, but they don't
meet Canadian or American standards for
navigation. More importantly, looking at a
chart and the world around you allows for a
better understanding of the bigger picture. As
OceanConnect staff explained, their program is "meant
to complement, not replace, official navigation methods and

charts.”

I’'m on the water for the beauty of the sea, for the adventure,
and the way | can clear my mind of land-based responsibilities.
| have a duty to return home safely to friends and family, so
I choose my timing and tools carefully. But when the tools
have too much allure, when | am distracted by them, | revert
to using my reliable and basic paper aids.

Even with the best of digital tools, the effect of wind, water
movement, waves and activity from larger craft, as well as
random stuff like floating debris or my own energy level
mean that every tool is a piece of information that might help
me get to my anchorage before dark. But only one combines
them all into making sound judgment: me.

Bruce Bateau sails and rows traditional boats with a modern
twist in Portland, Oregon. His stories and adventures can be
found at www.terrapintales.wordpress.com.
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by Michael Boyd Photos by Karen Johnson

o reader of this publication needs to be told that the San
ot Juan Islands are one of the great treasures for boaters in
Island the Pacific Northwest. Still, if you're a cruiser who likes
to go hiking, the walkable riches provided by the San Juans
are a trove beyond one’s wildest imagination. At the dawn of
Uonas this Salish Sea summer, most boaters are at the apex of their
opportunity to venture far beyond our local islands. And yet,
Roche we all have a great reason to stay "home” and enjoy yet more
fehor sps';n“' of the exquisite boat-accessed hikes to be found in the San
® Juan Islands.
James

@ island We've already shared several articles with some of our
favorite hikes in the San Juan Islands—pointing you toward
trails on Sucia, Cypress, San Juan, Matia, Stuart, and Lopez
islands—and the hits just keep on coming with the following
set. Get out there, soak up the sunshine underway, and lace up

your boots for some more splendid San Juan Islands strolls.

ROCHE HARBOR
Roche Harbor is one of the places we go
to treat ourselves when we are in the San
Juans. It has a well protected anchorage
but, with lots of boat traffic and wakes,
we usually prefer to spend the night at
the dock. The marinais truly “full service”
and comes with a well-equipped store
and a luxury hotel including amenities
like a swimming pool, tennis courts, and
a nice restaurant. In the high season it is
| 7 always busy, so we have to plan ahead.
Entrance to the San Juar ' AR 7 N0 There used to be a US Customs inspection
Sculpture Park on the author's : i g i 1 T B station here, which has since been closed
firstvisit. & & anixin S\ T s with the proliferation of the app-based

' g gl : % ¢ v ot WA check-in for most boats.



https://www.pelagicbluecruising.com/

There are several possible hikes here,
but one stands out. Up the street from the
hotel and across the main road near the
airfield is the San Juan Island Sculpture
Park. This is a network of trails around
a small lake and through grasslands,
woodlands, and wetlands. It would be
a fine hike if that were it, but there is
much more. Everywhere you turn there
are sculptures by contemporary artists,
some small and intimate, hiding among
the trees, others large and monumental
overlooking the lake or up on a hill with
a view of Westcott Bay. It's a wonderful
walk with discovery at every turn, as long
or short as you want to make it. And the
best part is when you return a few years
later, there will be new sculptures to
discover; it's like a new hiking experience
all over again.

JONES ISLAND

Jones Island State Park is an entire
island in the western part of the San
Juans. It has two small bays with possible
anchorage. The south bay is open to the
more frequent weather and wakes from

the many passing boats; it has little to
recommend it. The north bay is smaller,
has a state park dock and mooring buoys
with some anchoring space, and is well
protected. It is also extremely popular.
Our strategy whenever we are in the
neighborhood is to swing by the north
bay to see if there is a buoy available or
sufficient space at the dock. If there is, we
stay, otherwise we go somewhere else
and come back another time.

Should you be lucky enough to find
yourself settling in for a stop at Jones for
a day or two this summer, there is a short
hike across the isthmus to the south bay.
But a much nicer hike of about 3.9 miles
goes around the perimeter of the island
with views of the water all along the way.
There are camping sites here as well,
should you wish to stay on land, some of
which are accessible to kayakers.

PATOS ISLAND

At the far northwest corner of the San
Juan Islands, Patos Island State Park feels
remote. There is only one protected
anchorage, Active Cove, a narrow bay on

il to the light.

the south side of the island and even that
is open at both ends allowing current to
flow through. There are usually two State
Park mooring buoys, but they at least
used to be suspect. We saw a 40 foot boat
tie to one then back down gently across
the whole bay; clearly the connection to
its anchor had broken and the ball was
left floating free. [Editor's note: WA State
Parks reports that Patos Island is one of
the locations where mooring buoy anchors
have been replaced as of early 2026.] We
usually anchor, though a stern tie may be
necessary because of the width of the
bay and other boats—an orientation that
likely puts you across whatever current
may be running. There just isn't a lot
of space but, if you get a settled spot,
there's a high likelihood for solitude and
a great sunset.

At the head of the bay is the State Park
kiosk and the start of an easy trail going
through the western portion of the island
out to the light station. The view from the
Patos Island light is truly outstanding. You
can look across the Strait of Georgia to
Vancouver in the distance and watch all




Hiking the shoreline of Spencer Spit.

the commercial traffic as it passes close
by. The hike is an easy 3 miles or so; and
with limited accommodations and access,
you may well have it to yourself.

SPENCER SPIT

A long sand spit jutting from the
eastern side of Lopez Island, Spencer
Spit State Park is a popular destination
for area boaters for good reasons: it's
close to Anacortes, it has many mooring
buoys along both its north and south
sides, there's plenty of anchoring space
with a good sand bottom, and it has great
walks. We tend to prefer the south side
since it is protected from ferry wakes
and prevailing northerly winds but, other
than that, there isn't much difference
between them.

Natural sand beaches are rare in the
Pacific Northwest, where most beaches
are gravel, so we come here just to walk
on the sand; out to the tip on one side
and back in on the other. All that sand
walking can be tedious so we usually
take a break and walk up the hill through
the campground and the woods that
comprise the upland portion of the

Scrambling off the James Island
trail looking fortidepools.

park. Sometimes we even venture out
of the park along the roads through
the bordering rural farmland and find
ourselves wishing there was a nearby
coffee shop before heading back to the
sand. This hike has so many variations it
can be as long or short as you want.

JAMES ISLAND

James Island State Park, at the junction
of Rosario Strait and Thatcher Pass, is
very similar to Jones Island in shape and
layout. There are two small bays, one on
the east side opening onto Rosario Strait
with mooring buoys and one on the west
side facing Decatur Island with a small
dock and possibly buoys. There is a low
isthmus between them. We stayed in
the east bay once, and wouldn’t do so
again. It was not a comfortable night.
This would be a good place to moor your
boat if you plan to camp on shore, and
we saw several people doing just that.
We've stayed at the small dock in the
west bay and find it delightful, if there
is room. Over the years, the mooring
buoys in the bay have come and gone
and the bottom appears too irregular for

secure anchoring. As with Jones Island,
we usually pass by the west bay and stay
only if there is room at the dock.

But once you are secure, there is a
very nice hike. The short walk across
the isthmus is part of a loop around the
southern half of the island, a short couple
of miles. The hike along the south shore,
looking out into Rosario Strait, is really
lovely, well worth the stop at the dock.

As we've tried to show through multiple
installments of this column, almost
everywhere boaters go in the San Juan
Islands they can find opportunities to
get off the boat, take a hike, and explore
the land as well as the water. It's dream-
worthy stuff, and what fine fortune that
it's right here in our collective backyard
for all to enjoy!

Michael and Karen have been cruising
the Salish Sea and beyond for more than
20 years, hiking every chance they get. For
more resources for hikers visit their web
site at https://mvmischief.com/library/

For additional hiking information in this
area Michael and Karen also recommend:
Hiking the San Juan Islands by Ken Wilcox.

James Island campers arriving.
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by Julie and Gio Cappelli

e've all heard the saying that when it comes to

cruising there is nothing more dangerous than

being on a schedule. The temptation to adopt one
is rampant and relentless. Rendezvousing with friends and
family in exotic ports, arriving at anchor in time for a business
call, or maintaining a full calendar of social obligations within
the cruising fleet. There’s no doubt about it, schedules can
be dangerous and counterproductive. Before you take off
cruising, it feels fun and easy to daydream about all the places
you'll visit, drawing up draft itineraries and scrupulous plans
to pack it all in so you don’t miss a thing. It's especially tricky
here in the Pacific Northwest, which offers incredible cruising
grounds, and its long dark winters give us ample time to
anticipate and dream about exploring them.

But once you take off cruising, whether it be for weeks or
for years, it can be tempting to linger a little longer in some
of those wonderfully serene places. Sometimes weather or
ocean conditions will even mandate that you do. Or at least you
should. Before you know it, the comfortable couple of nights
you carefully crafted into your dream cruise itinerary turn into
a week with all the sights, activities, and people you meet. Who
wants to leave early when there is still so much to experience,
and even more on the horizon?

Attempting to maintain too strict of a schedule can mean
departing or sailing in suboptimal conditions, which risks
safe passage of both vessel and crew, not to mention drains
the joy out of cruising. Failing to reef when you first think of
it and eschewing comfortable sleeping conditions at night in
favor of chasing VMG come to mind. It's also never fun to feel
obligated to flip on the engine rather than enjoy working the
flippant zephyrs on a bluebird light air sailing day for the sake
of meeting a deadline. Prudent seamanship dictates making
judgement calls aimed at preserving the well-being of the boat
and crew, not the homeostasis of the calendar. Besides, most of
us love cruising because it gives us a chance to slow down, not
speed up. We're out here because we want to savor experiences
and relationships, unplug and reconnect with the natural world,
and allow our days to be dictated (in a good way) by the wind
and waves rather than the frenetic pace of land life.

You can probably guess the punchline here: that a schedule
is totally not necessary and just barely makes the cut for the
nice list with numerous caveats. But what if we told you there
actually is a stage in preparing to go cruising where having
dates and deadlines is, in fact, very necessary?

It has to do with the process of refitting and outfitting your
boat. The term "refit” refers to the process of updating, repairing,
or rebuilding parts of a boat’s systems. This is different from
simple repairs, which focus on fixing broken components,
or routine maintenance such as engine fluid changes. A refit
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typically involves a more comprehensive overhaul, addressing
aging systems, structural integrity, and the boat’s livability for
long-term cruising. A refit ensures that critical systems like the
engine, rigging, and electrical systems are in top condition. For
example, replacing a tired engine or overhauling an aging fuel
system can prevent potentially catastrophic failures during a
voyage. And while overly strict schedules typically don't make
sense when you're out cruising, strategic dates and deadlines
that help you complete your refit and achieve your cruising
goals absolutely do.

The deadline should be for completing refit and outfitting
tasks. This will help prevent leaving too many big projects until
the last minute and risk not getting them done at all, which in
many cases will delay, curtail, or cancelyour cruise. Your go-date
is when you will set sail. Weather dependent, of course, but this
is the date that will keep you motivated and on-track through
the gray winter months when summer cruising feels infinitely
far away, or through the years of preparation before taking off
on a grand global cruise. Far too often we meet people whose
go-date is "someday”, and “"someday"” usually doesn’t come for
them. Big dreams, big goals, and big adventures demand and
deserve more than “"someday.” Setting a go-date will keep you
honest and realistic about your timeline while helping you keep
the promises you made to go play. To go explore. To go cruising.
It will force you to continuously rebalance your refit priority list,
not just in the context of monetary budget but also time, our
most precious resource.

Dates and deadlines also help you plan and execute refit
projects in a stepwise fashion and avoid the annual bottleneck
of quality marine service technicians. Much of the marine
service industry experiences a slowdown over the holidays
and associated winter months. This lull can really work to your
advantage if you plan your dates and deadlines right. Most
technicians are happy to take on new work during their slow
months and won't feel rushed to get your project out the door
so they can get the next last-minute job. It also means you’ll
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miss the spring rush on technicians who suddenly become
swamped on the first sunny day in April when boaters seems
to remember all of last season’s unfinished projects. Wait until
then to inquire about scheduling and you may be shocked
to hear that, within a matter of weeks, technicians have jobs
booked until October.

If your plans include heading north for the summer, it's best
to be ready to leave earlier than risk having to hurry through
the season. Or worse, miss it altogether. If you had a bunch of
work done on your boat over the winter, be sure to factor in time
to adequately sea trial your new or upgraded systems before
you go. Your selected deadline should allow for the completion
of all engine maintenance and service points, plus stockpiling
the spare parts, fluids, and tools you will need along the way.
Believe it or not, even engine oil can be extremely hard to find
close to the start of the cruising season. And neither of the two
alternatives—not doing the service or not taking the trip due to
maintenance deficiencies—are ideal outcomes.

If this is the year you plan to make “The Big Left Turn” and
follow the migrating birds and whales to warmer weather for
the winter, allow ample time for a solid shakedown followed
by a period to regroup and make adjustments before heading
south. Even if you've done all your homework and dialed-in your
systems precisely how you think you want them, there simply
is no substitute for going out and using your boat to show you
what you may have overlooked. July tends to be a great time for
a shakedown cruise. Our favorite is circumnavigating Vancouver
Island, which can comfortably be done in three to four weeks
while leaving you plenty of time to fix what broke, modify what
didn’t work, and enjoy the fleeting Pacific Northwest summer
before a southbound go-date sometime in August or September.

Of course, the big question you must answer is when is
enough enough? The refit list could go on forever if you aren’t
careful, and it will never truly all be done. There's always
something new to discover, a surprise you’ll uncover in a bilge,
a cabinet, or down the back of a settee cushion. We try to think
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of those as the exciting surprises of cruising. If you try to finish
everything before departure you may never leave. In fact, it's
highly likely that you’ll stay dockside indefinitely unless you
set your go-date, work back your refit deadline, and stay laser-
focused on what truly is necessary to complete before your
planned departure.

What you consider necessities will depend largely on your
cruising plans and goals. Where are you going, for how long,
what's your cruising style? Will you spend most of your time
at anchor, marina hop, make primarily short coastal passages,
or cross oceans on the regular? Do you plan to follow an
established cruising route or join a rally? Or will you eschew
cruising guides in favor of pilot charts and strike out on your
own, bound for the most remote, self-guided destinations?
Your answers to all these questions will influence the extent
to which you should plan to refit your boat and, therefore, how
much time to allow. By and large, it's important to keep in mind
that you, in fact, need very little to go cruising and the highest
priorities are ubiquitous regardless of your plans, goals, or
boat. While everyone’s goals, boats, and refits are unique, we
confidently recommend working the following five components
into your budget and refit timeline with priority.

Ocean proof your boat. Keeping the water out should always
be your number one priority and you've got to stay on top of
it. The most expensive and invasive repairs usually involve
unresolved water ingress. And who wants to sleep in a saltwater
soaked bunk? Water related damages are huge contributors to
depreciated values and destroyed hardware. Track down and
immediately mitigate all signs of water intrusion you find, no
matter how small. This will be an ongoing process. It took us
four years to finally track down and stop all of the leaks on Sea
Fox. This process will make the reward of a dry clean bilge truly
the sweetest.

Bulletproof sails are the engines that keep you riding the
wind mile after mile, so give them the attention they deserve.
Inspect them carefully for signs of abrasion, chafe, or tears that

Leave time to optimize
your sailing systems
post-shakedown
cruise, ideally with
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may signal the need for reinforcing patches, improved chafe
protection, or more efficient running rigging. Before setting
off on a major cruise, consider investing in high-quality new
sails and take the time to learn how to care for them so they
last as long as possible. If you're unsure how to evaluate their
condition, hire a sailmaker for a professional assessment. Many
sail lofts offer low-cost inspections that include a thorough
review of both sail condition and your overall sail inventory in
consideration of your cruising plans. If you're debating whether
to replace your sails now or wait until after another season, this
can be a smart and informative step.

Rock solid rigging is what will keep your mast up and your
sails full, among other often overlooked yet critical tasks.
If your boat's standing rigging is old or original, replace it.
Insurance companies typically require new standing rigging
at least every ten years, so consider that when evaluating your
boat’s insurance needs. It's wise to get a rig inspection and,
ideally, learn how to conduct one yourself. A comprehensive
rigging refit involves inspecting key components including the
gooseneck, sheaves, vang, and masthead fittings while also
evaluating potential upgrades like more efficient or electric
winches, and refining fairlead and clutch layouts to ensure
smooth, safe sail handling.

A simple, robust, redundant electrical system can be a
far more powerful asset to you than an overly complex one.
Truthfully, we can all reduce our overall energy consumption with
just a few lifestyle and hardware modifications. Before adding
solar panels or upgrading batteries, critically assess your power
demands based on your cruising lifestyle. Reducing your need
for inverted power, or alternating current (AC) loads is a great
way to simplify your power demands and reduce overall system
complexity. Focus on streamlining and updating your system to
match your needs, particularly if your boat is older or has not
been brought up to current marine electrical standards. Proper
wiring and fusing, safe electrical distribution, and installing
quality components are crucial for safe, enjoyable cruising.
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Whether you're sailing offshore or spending most of your
time coastal cruising, self-steering quickly becomes one of
your most valuable crew members. It’s rarely realistic for two
or even three people to hand-steer for extended passages,
and even day-long coastal runs are far more enjoyable when
the helm can be shared with reliable equipment. As part of any
refit, make sure to evaluate the condition and capability of the
self-steering systems already aboard. You will rely on them
heavily when you take off. Many coastal sailors rely primarily
on electric autopilots, which can perform exceptionally well
inshore, but a failure offshore could leave you hand-steering
for days or even weeks. For more ambitious cruising plans to
distant shores, consider a windvane for its reliability, energy
conservation, and redundancy in steering.

As with all things boat and cruising related, flexibility is the
glue that holds it altogether. Even if you've done your diligence
in setting your refit deadline and go-date, delays due to parts
or projects are often a reality. That's ok. And even more reason
to be forgiving in your departure planning rather than try to fill
every single minute up until you sail away. This is all supposed
to be fun, and if the project list is too daunting or the date you
hope to take off stops making sense, that's a sign to revisit your
project list, rebalance your priorities, and let it be ok to leave
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some things undone. Tackle the necessities with tenacity and
then perhaps spend some time acquiring parts and materials to
stow away so you can complete lower priority projects once you
take off. Oftentimes, tedious projects are a lot more fun when
done at anchor somewhere scenic and peaceful anyway.

Start by prioritizing the most critical systems for safety and
functionality. Once these basics are covered, you can consider
upgrades that will improve comfort and livability as your dates,
deadlines, and budget allow. But regardless of how you choose
to incorporate schedules, deadlines, and dates into your refit
and cruising preparations, the most important and necessary
thing you can do is GO. Go play. Go use your boat. Go enjoy the
fruits of your labors and the freedom of sailing into the blue
and the solitude of the sea. And always remember: the boat
will never be perfect, the projects will never all be done at the
same time, but as long as you've prepared yourself with quality
education and tools, you’ll be just fine. Now go have fun!

Gio and Julie of Pelagic Blue lead offshore sail training
expeditions, flotillas, and teach cruising skills classes focused
on preparing aspiring cruisers for safe, self-sufficient world
cruising on their own boats. Details and sailing schedule at
www.pelagicbluecruising.com.
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by Steve Mitchell
&

clamps. That kind of mechanical preparedness is drilled into us from day one, and for good reason. But so much of what

Q sk any experienced cruiser what they carry for self-sufficiency and they’ll talk about impellers, belts, zincs, and hose

keeps a modern boat running isn’t mechanical anymore, and the failures that cut cruises short have quietly shifted in the
same direction. A lot of what | troubleshoot for customers these days is systems or is data-related and, in many cases, it comes
down to not having the right parts or tools aboard to fix it on the spot. Here's what I'd put in a digital spares kit before heading

out for the season.

THE DIAGNOSTIC DUO

Every boat should have a multimeter
and, if you're reading this column, you
probably do. But most cruisers | talk to
don’town a DC clamp meter, and that's the
tool that actually helps you trace down
more complex issues. A clamp meter
measures current by clamping around a
wire without breaking the circuit. That
means you can go hunting for a parasitic
draw while the boat is still powered up,
check whether your alternator is actually
putting out what it should, or verify the
real load on a circuit without pulling
anything apart. A good Fluke or Klein
model runs around $150 and is one of the
most useful tools | carry aboard my steel
trawler, Aruna.

NMEA 2000 FIRST AID

NMEA 2000 networks are great until
they're not, and when they go down they
tend to affect your ability to navigate
safely. In most cases, the culprit is a
single device that's gone bad and is
dragging down the whole backbone. The

fix involves isolating the failed element,
but you need the right parts on hand to
do that at anchor.

A small bag with a spare drop cable,
field-attachable connector, two spare
terminators (one for each end) and a

NMEA 2000 spare components: Left is the
components of a field installable NMEA
2000 end. Right—tee, terminator.
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T-connector will handle most of what can
go wrong with an N2K backbone. Those
few parts let you fix a flakey connection,
restore the bus, and get back underway.
Without them, a single bad transducer or
display can leave you running blind for
the rest of the trip. These parts are cheap
and weigh almost nothing. There's no
good reason not to have them.

PHYSICAL CONNECTIONS DONE RIGHT

If you're still reaching for electrical tape
when something needs fixing aboard,
it's time to upgrade your repair Kkit.
Heat-shrink butt connectors and a good
ratcheting crimper give you a waterproof,
mechanically solid connection that will
actually hold up in a marine environment.
They're not hard to use and they make
a real difference in the longevity of any
repair you do underway. Make sure
your crimpers are appropriate for heat
shrink—many standard double crimp
sets will damage the heat shrink. You'll
also want a heat gun so you can finish the
connection by melting that heat shrink



correctly around the wire.

For fuses, carry the ones you can’t buy
at a marina. Blade fuses are everywhere.
MEGA, ANL, and Class-T fuses—the ones
protecting your high-current DC runs,
inverter output, and alternator circuits—
are a different story. I've had clients stuck
because a high-current fuse blew in a
remote anchorage and there was simply
no replacement to be found. A handful of
spares in the right sizes costs less than
the stress from being hobbled.

DIGITAL MANUALS AND LOGGING

This is the one people skip because it
feels less tangible, but it's saved me on
more than one occasion. Put a ruggedized
USB drive aboard with offline copies of
every manual for every system on your
boat. Then add the exported configuration
files for your critical equipment like
inverters, router, etc. Having these files
on a computer or cloud drive is great for
every day use, but if you have a significant
failure, having them on a USB stick could
be a huge time saver.

| also keep a series of documents on
that drive with non-obvious settings,
configuration notes, and the kind of hard-
won details I'd otherwise have to dig
through old emails or forum posts to find.
Serial numbers, warranty info, the setting
that took three hours to figure out the first
time. The goal is that if something fails in
a remote anchorage, | can fix it without
needing to remember anything or have
an internet connection to look it up.

BACKUP CONNECTIVITY
Starlink has become the go-to for
connectivity afloat, and for good reason,

Heat shrink butt connectors
and the correct crimping

tool. / \

but it's a single point of failure in a way
that's easy to overlook. The service
has outages like any other but, more
importantly, if the hardware itself fails
you have nothing. A cellular router with
an appropriate data plan solves both
problems. Routers like those in the
Peplink lineup are what | run on Aruna,
and they give you cellular as a true
independent backup, plus the ability to
pull in marina WiFi as another source
when it's available.

If you plan on cruising the coast of
British Columbia this summer, Canadian
eSIMs are worth setting up before you
leave. Services like Airalo or PhoneBox
give you a Canadian data plan without
roaming charges, and they work on both
phones and cellular routers. The catch
is they need to be downloaded and
activated while you still have a reliable
connection. Do it at the dock, not after
you've crossed the border and your US
plan stops working.

THE OVERLOOKED HANDFUL

A few smaller things worth having. A
couple of short CAT6 patch cables take
up almost no space and are useful any
time WiFi isn't working and you want a
direct wired connection to your router or
chartplotter. A quality, sizable power bank
with an inverter is something | think of
as a necessary spare too. If your inverter
dies, or you have a complete electrical
failure, this power bank can allow you to
power up a Starlink to call for help or look
up troubleshooting, as well as continue to
charge things like tablets for temporary
navigation use.

And finally: electrical contact cleaner

and dielectric grease should be aboard
too. These might sound like maintenance
items rather than emergency supplies,
but | can’t tell you how many intermittent
electrical problems I've traced back to
a corroded or poorly seated connector
rather than a failed component. A shot
of contact cleaner and fresh dielectric
grease on a suspect connection has fixed
more “electrical gremlins” than any
replacement part I've carried.

PREPARED, NOT LUCKY

The boats that turn around early aren’t
always the ones with the worst luck. Too
often, they're the ones that didn't have
what they needed to fix what broke.
None of this kit takes up much space, and
none of it costs much. Most of it you'll
never touch on any given cruise, and
when that's the case—hurrah! But when
something fails in a remote location, the
difference between a problem that can
be solved at anchor and a premature end
to the trip is usually whether you stocked
your boat with the right things before you
left the slip at your home marina.

Steve Mitchell is a year-round Pacific
Northwest cruiser aboard his 54-foot
steel trawler Aruna and a lifelong
boater with experience in both sail and
power. With decades in the technology
industry and over 20 years of hands-
on experience designing and installing
marine electronics, electrical systems, he
blends technical expertise with real-world
cruising insight. As founder of SeaBits, he
tests, reviews, and consults on the latest
marine technology, and contributes to
numerous boating publications.
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by Dan Wierman

WHY WOULD | BUY A BOAT SO FAR AWAY?

Grand Forks, Minnesota and drove my camper van—"The

Flying Brick”—on the bridge over the Red River into Grand
Forks, North Dakota, looking for a McDonalds to grab breakfast
and some coffee. | came across one and, since | was pulling a
trailer and not able to use the drive thru, | parked in an open
area along the side of the restaurant. As | was walking across
the parking lot, a young lady leaned out of the drive thru
window and yelled, "What are you towing?” | answered, "A
sailboat!” | had finally reached an area far enough from a large
body of water that a sailboat wasn't all that recognizable.

Why was | towing a sailboat in North Dakota? The answer is
a project that started in early 2025, but had been on my mind
for several years. In March of that year, | was approached by
someone who was interested in buying my 1/35, Great White,
a boat | have owned for 26 years. | had been thinking of
downsizing to a smaller, trailerable boat with ideas of exploring
and racing on big inland lakes. That potential buyer dropped
out, but it got me thinking again about a smaller boat. When |
started researching trailable boats, | really gravitated towards
the Rocket 22.

The Rocket 22 is a light sport boat built in British Columbia

I n the early morning darkness, | left the campground in East

starting in 2007. It checked all the boxes for what | thought
would fit my needs: small, light, easily trailable, ramp
launchable, and fast. Only 16 were built, so they are not readily
available, but | found a Facebook page for Rocket 22 owners. |
joined the group and my first post was to ask if anyone knew
of a Rocket 22 for sale. Within a week, | got an answer from a
guy that lives in Kenora, Ontario, Canada, on the shores of Lake
of the Woods. He actually owned hull number 16, the last to
be built. We negotiated by phone and text and soon agreed on
terms, and | committed to buy the boat.

With the commitment made, | started to plan how | would
actually get the boat. | decided that | could drive to Ontario
with my camper van and tow the boat home to Bremerton while
camping along the way. It was about 1,800 miles to Kenora,
which | figured would be doable in about three or four days.
And it could be a great adventure!

| prepared the van for the trip: maintenance, installed a hitch,
loaded tools and spares, and got provisions. | investigated what
| needed for importing the boat, motor, and trailer into the
United States and | was able to transfer a down payment to the
seller.

My departure date was May 5 with an itinerary to arrive in
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traller the author was ready to
begin his homeward adventure.

Ontario on May 8; that is, until a problem with the transfer
service delayed the plan. | found out my transaction was
declined on May 5 just as | was getting ready to start my drive.
With help from a friend, | found another service to transfer the
funds. Even though | had no guarantee that the money would
be transferred on time, my two cats Larry and Moe (The Boys)
and | left home around noon heading for our first stop in Idaho.

It was good to be on our way. The Boys sang about their
displeasure for a while before settling down. | drove east on
Interstate 90, the traffic was light and the weather nice. Just past
Moses Lake, though, the van started acting up. After looking for
an open parts store and trying to go back to Moses Lake, | rolled
into a rest stop with an overheating engine and a dead battery.
That evening, | wound up talking with a guy from Moses Lake at
the rest stop and it turned out we had some friends in common.
He offered to help me the following morning.

The next morning—after my first night ever camping in a
rest stop—I started working on the van. | found out that the
alternator was seized, which broke the serpentine belt. | called
my “road angel” and asked him to pick up the parts | needed.
He arrived a few hours later and | installed the alternator.
Unfortunately, the serpentine belt was too long and it took two
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more trips to Moses Lake before we found one that fit.

With the van fixed | was finally underway again at around 6:30
p.m. and | drove to my intended first destination, a campground
east of Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho. The campground had a closed
sign saying it would not be open until mid-May, which became
a theme of the trip with numerous campground closures. No
problem, | camped in a small parking area outside the gate.

The next day | drove across Montana on 1-90 and I-94. It was
tough driving with strong winds, but the mountain views were
impressive and the plains more interesting than you might
think. That evening at a National Forest Service campground
just across the border in North Dakota, | got some good news—
the boat seller had received the money transfer. So now | was
the owner of a Rocket 22, sight unseen.

| set out driving east across North Dakota on 1-94 and then
north on 1-29 to the Canadian border at Emerson. The border
crossing into Canada included a few strange questions from the
customs agent. She asked, "What is the purpose of your visit?”
Towhich Iresponded, “To buy a boat.” She then wondered, "Why
drive so far for a boat?” | explained that it was the only one for
sale in North America and she seemed ok with that answer.

Once | passed muster at the border, it was another 150 miles




to the seller’s home in Kenora. | was greeted with a nice dinner,
a hot shower, and a level parking place for the van. There, | got
my first look at my Rocket 22.

The next morning, the work began. | had planned ahead and
bought mounted tires and wheels before | left home; which |
installed to replace the badly cracked and dry-rotted old set.
The seller and | wrapped the mast with plastic. | loaded all the
parts and sails in the boat, and lashed everything securely. It all
went smoothly and by noon, | was on the road headed home.

| was pleased that the van could easily pull the boat and
trailer, but | could always tell it was behind me. By the time |
reached the US Border | was getting more comfortable driving
with it in tow. The border crossing was pretty easy. | presented
all the forms and the bill of sale for the boat, motor, and trailer
to the agent who told me, "I have never cleared a boat into the
country before.” | was instructed to pull ahead and another
agent came out, looked at the boat, asked a few questions,
stamped my papers, and sent me on my way. No tariffs or duties.
| continued south on 1-29 to East Grand Forks, Minnesota where
my story began.

The next day and for the rest of the trip, | became a tourist.
| drove south to where 1-29 intersected 1-90 and headed
west across South Dakota. | made a lot of stops at various
attractions. Some prominent ones were the Badlands, the town
of Wall where | got breakfast at the famous Wall Drug, Mount
Rushmore, Sturgis, and Devils Tower in Wyoming, camping near
the Badlands and at Devils Tower. Everywhere | went, my new
Rocket 22 brought lots of questions.

From Devils Tower, | drove north to Montana on two lane roads
and then west on 1-90. Driving on the backroads that wound
through the prairies and fields was nice. | had to stop three times
in Montana for boat inspections checking for invasive species
like zebra mussels. This happened again once each in Idaho and
Washington. With many mountain campgrounds still closed, |
decided to stop at the same rest stop east of Moses Lake, but
it was closed too! So, | found an alternative near George. It was
late when | arrived and | parked with the big rigs. After this long
day, | was tired, as were The Boys. Sleep came easily.

The final day was driving home on familiar roads over
Snoqualmie Pass. The closer | got to Puget Sound, the stronger
the van seemed to run. Or maybe the boat was pushing us along
when it could smell the water!

| parked the boat in front of my house for a couple weeks.
After sorting things out and doing some rerigging, | splashed it
in late May for the first time ever in seawater. | found the Rocket
22 is easy torig, fun to sail, and that it accelerates quickly. It was
a good start! | named the boat Cookie Cutter.

In the year that followed, |'ve been enjoying and learning a
lot with Cookie Cutter. The boat is definitely a lot different than
Great White, a boat | still really love. It hasn't all been sailing—
after being dismasted late in the season (a story for another
day), | had to scramble to get the boat ready for this year’s Race
to the Straits. | have sailed Great White in all but four editions
of this race since 2002, and was always proud to do well in the
singlehanded division.

This year with Cookie Cutter was different, as | was one of
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the smaller boats in the entire fleet. After a hectic week of
preparation, | started racing toward Port Townsend in northerly
wind and short, steep wind waves. Cookie Cutter was not happy
pounding into waves and burying the bow. | reefed and it
seemed to do better.

As the wind lightened later, | started passing a few boats, but
my performance was dismal—a couple hours off the pace of
other boats. After drying things out, | spent the night aboard
Cookie Cutter, which was surprisingly comfortable for such a
small boat.

I was looking forward to Sunday’s return to Seattle. The
wind was still blowing from the north and it would be a nice
downwind run. | had been told that this was the Rocket 22's
forte and it was fun! With the spinnaker flying, | was hitting
impressive speeds, often planing in the gusts and on the larger
waves. Cookie Cutter was a pleasure to sail like this—light on
the helm and responsive to inputs. Only a couple times did |
let the boat start to get overpowered, then | was warned by the
“stick shaker” that the rudder was going to stall. A little bit of
easing the sheet and things returned to normal. The sense of
speed is greater in a small boat than it is in a larger boat.

Sailing a small boat is a thrill, possibly even more fun among
big boats. And that's where my boat’s name comes from. The
cookiecutter shark is a small, tropical shark that preys on much
larger mammals, whales, and other sharks.

Getting to sail Cookie Cutter, a boat with its origin in this
region, in Race to the Straits felt like an inflection point. It was a
great adventure to bring the boat from Canada and across much

of this country; but taking it sailing in one of my favorite races
on Puget Sound was the purpose and inspiration for that big
journey and truly began this new sailing chapter for me. I'm
looking forward to many more adventures with Cookie Cutter.

Dan Wierman is a retired Mechanical Engineering Technician
who resides in Bremerton, WA. In addition to being an avid
shorthanded sailor, he’s also a self-proclaimed bicycle junkie.

i

Cookie Cutter on Puget Sound 7
during Race to the Straits.
Photo by Sean Trew.
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by Zoe Folsetter

The author handles the pit position .g\

social media or through our monthly

updates published in print and online
by 48° North, the latest article by our
skipper, Chris Wolfe, took you on a
deep dive into the 1C37 that we will
be racing in the Women'’s Invitational
Championship this September hosted
by New York Yacht Club. Recent articles
and interviews have shared some of the
team-building work that’'s brought us
closer together, as well as perspectives
from our tactician, and updates about
our training sessions.

Now, we're taking you forward on the
boat to share what life is like from the pit
to the bow on the IC37—the good, the
bad, and everything in between.

The front end of the boat—or as we
like to call it “"Adventure Land”—has
some quirks that bow teams on other
boats might not experience. The 1C37
was designed with efficiency in mind for
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If you've been following along on

course racing, with each crew member
on the boat playing an integral role in
the execution of each maneuver. The
bow team is broken up into specific
jobs that must be completed at the right
moment and in the right order. Our bow
team consists of four regular players: pit,
me (Zoe); mast, Becky Kelly; bow, Kate
Sargent; and floater, Sarah Turpie. Each
is responsible for specific aspects of any
maneuver, but all work in concert towards
the same outcome.

The pit manages halyards and the bow
sprit, controlling timing during hoists
and douses, while the mast person
focuses on physically hoisting sails.
The bow handles the jib and spinnaker
forward, with the floater supporting the
bow and filling in where needed. While
these roles are defined, many of their
jobs are small portions of the same goal
and overlap constantly. For example,
during a hoist, the bow might guide



the spinnaker tack forward to the pole
while the floater guides the head of the
spinnaker into a position to avoid a snag,
working together to complete the step
efficiently. The bow team is required to
be very process-oriented, trusting each
other—and being trusted by the rest of
the crew—to complete their portion of
the job before moving on to the next.
If that order breaks down, the result is
immediate, with the team getting out of
sync, maneuvers slowing down, or the
spinnaker ending up in the water.

The addition of the drop line, a line
attached to the “belly button” of the
spinnaker that runs through the hatch
to the back of the boat, then back to the
base of the companionway, adds another
feature to be managed that other boats
often don’t have. The drop line is a highly
effective tool, when used properly, and
a risky one if things go awry. Certain
conditions need to be met for the drop

When racing was canceled on the first day of PSSR, the Cascadia team went for a
hike together. Building trust ashore can contribute to cohesion on the boat.

line to succeed in its job: good timing,
preparation, and communication. If those
conditions are not met—including the
synchronous release of the three corners
(halyard, tack, sheet), while speed and
strength is employed to haul-in the drop
line, bringing the spinnaker into the boat
through the hatch belly-first—then the
efficacy of the drop line can revert into
more of a hindrance for a douse. The
drop line is normally the culprit of both
“good” maneuvers, and also for those
ranging from "bad” to “ugly.”

Though the influences on racing
outcomes from the course environment
and competitors are infinite, the actual
mechanics of sailing any boat involves
a limited set of controllable variables.
As such, the bow team must be able
to adapt and problem-solve with the
available tools when issues arise. The
spinnaker on the IC37 is large, meaning
mistakes during jibes and sets can
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be catastrophic to a race. As the wind
increases, the margin for error decreases,
as the load on the spinnaker can become
too much to manage in the case of a
mistake. Rapid-fire adaptations require
both accuracy and concurrent execution.
A bow team that knows each other well
can work at maximum efficiency and
solve any adversity that might occur at
the front of the boat. This is where the
previously mentioned trust comes into
play. The bow team has to know each
other’s strengths and weaknesses so that
contingency plans can be developed on
the fly. Team Cascadia’s bow team has
been spending a lot of their training time
and regattas ironing out how to problem-
solve together, a focus that will surely be
a strength throughout this campaign.

In order to put all our training to the
test, we delivered our 1C37, Westerly,
down to Seattle the weekend of April 18-
19 to compete in the Puget Sound Spring
Regatta (PSSR), hosted by the Corinthian
Yacht Club. This regatta gave us a chance
to apply what we had been working on in
a race environment against other boats.

The weekend delivered exactly what
we needed at this stage in our journey:
a mix of valuable race experience, lots
of opportunity for team building and, as
always, a steep and rewarding learning
curve.

On Saturday, we were treated to
some beautiful, spring-like conditions,
but unfortunately the wind was light
and shifty, so after drifting around for
a few hours with no steady breeze in
the forecast, racing was canceled for
the day. Still, it wasn’t time wasted. A



Kate Sarent champions
the bow role on the
Cascadia Sailing Team.

Becky's role of "mast"
on team Cascadia also
involves management of the
mast stack of electronics.

|

Thereis a lb_t of independence
in "Adventure Land" and the
team is trusted with a great
deal I'?f responsibility for

few brief wisps of wind rolled through
in the morning, giving us just enough
opportunity to work on our light-air
maneuvers. With Carl Buchan onboard
sharing insight and guidance, we were
able to take full advantage of our
time on the water, and we focused on
weight movement, communication, and
techniques for building and maintaining
speed in light conditions.

Saturday afternoon, we swapped
sailing gear for T-shirts and runners and
headed out for a five-mile hike through
Discovery Park. It was a perfect reset,
time to connect as a team off the water
and recharge ahead of what we hoped
would be a more promising day two.

Sunday did not disappoint. We arrived
at the dock to find a steady breeze
already filling in across the bay. What
followed was a spectacular day of racing:
five races in classic champagne sailing
conditions, with sunshine and a steady
12 to 15 knots, providing the perfect
platform to push our performance. It
would prove to be an all-hands-on-deck
day in Adventure Land!

The conditions allowed us to focus on
refining our bow teamwork and build
confidence in more dynamic maneuvers.
As previously mentioned, the success
of each maneuver relies on each team
member completing their specific job at
the right moment. One mistake and the
whole maneuver can be compromised.
From jumping halyards at the mast, to
managing the drop line, to pulling the
kite through during jibes (or “tractoring”),
every position demands a high level of
athleticism, coordination, and precision.

The pit position also includes the
role of “crew boss,” tying it all together
and relaying key information from the
back of the boat, and vice versa, as well
as calling weight movement to always
ensure the boat is at its optimal heeling
angle. Whether it's the call to move to
windward out of a tack to flatten the
boat, or quick adjustments mid-leg, that
coordination is what keeps everything
running smoothly. The pit also helps
control the timing of hoists and douses,
managing the halyard, tack, and bow sprit
while adjusting the speed of the drop to
keep the sail under control.

Our tactician, Jen Glass, kept us sharp
throughout the day, calling for several
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jibe-sets at the windward mark. The
repetition over five races helped solidify
our teamwork on the bow and gave us
a chance to work through challenges,
particularly managing the drop line below
and keeping it clear of the “spinnaker-
eating” mast step. We definitely had a
few ugly maneuvers along the way, but
it gave us the reps we needed to smooth
things out.

Those challenges showed up in real
time. At one point, after a douse, we
found the drop line on the wrong side
of the kite. With no time to reset before
the next maneuver, we had to fix it on
the fly, using a boat hook to reroute the
line and get everything back in sequence.
It was not clean, but it worked, and it
reinforced how quickly small setup errors
can escalate, and how important it is to
recover just as quickly.

On the other end of that spectrum, we
also had a more controlled moment with
a mid-race kite swap as the “spinnaker-
eating” mast step had its day. This was
not a simple three-corner swap from a
bag and the entire sequence had to be
completed during the upwind leg, with
limited awareness of time. It meant going
into the boat, derigging the old kite,
rigging the new one, and rerunning the
drop line, all while managing large sails
and ensuring every line was led correctly.
The drop line, as a fourth control line,
made the setup less forgiving, with little
margin for error.

Rigging it demands a certain level of
agility, as the cleat sits in the very aft,
narrowest part of the port hull, turning
the task into a contortionist’s exercise at
the best of times, let alone in the middle
of a race. While the situation came out
of a messy moment, the swap was fast,
controlled, and executed cleanly under
pressure.

That experience carried into some of
the adjustments we made throughout the
day. One key adjustment was putting a
crew member in charge of managing the
excess drop line during the hoist, which
made the whole sequence smoother
with less tangles. Another refinement
was assigning one person to “tractor”
the spinnaker through the jibes. With
one person dedicated to pulling the
kite around, the rest of the bow team
could stay focused on timing and weight



movement. The result was a noticeably smoother, more
controlled transition through each maneuver.

On Sunday, we were joined by Jonathan McKee, whose
input helped us further refine both our maneuvers and our
onboard communication. His approach was simple: less
is best. We focused on keeping the boat quiet, with clear,
concise calls focused only on the information needed to
execute each maneuver. It was a subtle shift, but one that
made an immediate difference in our timing and overall flow.

PSSR allowed us to take a strong step forward. We were
happy to come away with the win in our division, but the
more important outcome was how much we improved as a
team over the course of the day. By the final races, maneuvers
were more controlled, communication was clearer, and the
team was working in sync.

The regatta reinforced that success on the bow is less about
any one role and more about how well the team functions
together. It's a collective effort. As we continue toward the
Championship, the focus will be on building consistency and
continuing to refine how we move and communicate as a
unit.

Cascadia Sailing continues their fundraising effort with an
ultimate goal of $120,000, helping fund top-level coaching
before and at the event, team travel, and participation in
a lead-up NYYC regatta on a chartered IC37 in July. Learn
more and contribute to the team’s exciting endeavor at:
www.cascadiasailing.org

CREATE. =
CRAFT.
LEARN.

Boatbuilding & woodworking
classes for all skill levels at the
Northwest Maritime Center.

Northwest
Maritime

Learn more at nwmaritime.org
431 Water Street, Port Townsend, WA
360.385.3628 | info@nwmaritime.org

A non-profit project of the
Northwest Maritime Center

MarineThrift.org
315B Haines Pl, Port Townsend

The imhi'ens_e_ly talented Cascadia Sailing
Team continues-to grow and improve as
_ they work tqward this fall's big event.

Fuel Filtering...Tank Cleanlng

(Water Algae, Sludge and Particle Removal Service)

Changing filters often?
Don't let bad fuel or dirty tanks ruin your next cruise!

Whether you're cruising the Pacific Northwest,
heading for Alaska, Mexico or around the world,
now is the time to filter your fuel & tank

.. before trouble finds you ... out there!

SEVENTH WAVE MARINE

www.seventhwavemarine.com

seventhwavemarine @olypen.com

DONATE/BUY USED
BOAT HARDWEAR,
TOOLS, GEAR & MORE.

THURSDAY - SATURDAY
9:30 AM - 3:30 PM



https://nwmaritime.org/
http://www.seventhwavemarine.com
mailto:seventhwavemarine%40olypen.com?subject=
https://nwmaritime.org/visit/where-we-work/marine-thrift/
https://www.cascadiasailing.org/

THE 50™ PACIFIC NW OFFSHORE

A MOST SPLCIAL RACE!

by Peter Salusbury

he 50t Anniversary running of the Pacific Northwest
Offshore Race was a memorable one, largely for two
reasons. First, Race Captain Denny Damore and his

T

energetic volunteer team did an amazing job promoting the
event through last fall and winter, getting a lot of first-time
entrants to register. This event is not an easy one given the
long delivery required to get to Ilwaco, Washington for boats
from Seattle, Victoria, and Vancouver, along with the added
challenge of the tricky timing required to cross

the infamous Columbia River Bar. But Denny’s
promotional team never let up and a record-
setting group of 43 boats started the race
on May 14, 2026.

The ORC fleet consisted of 31 boats
with many strong Pacific Northwest
teams participating; the Cruising
Division consisted of eight boats;
and the race also attracted a four
boat multihull fleet. The organizer's
‘northern emissary’ Charlotte Gann
worked her magic and persuaded eight
Canadian boats to enter, most notably Dan
Sinclair's Andrews 77, Mach II.

The second element of success was the
weather—conditions were exceptional for a fast
transit. Bruce Hedrick’s pre-race weather briefing promised
an off-wind race all the way to Victoria, and what we saw on
the water did not disappoint. Most boats reported no upwind
sailing at all and the three Paul Bieker designed lightweight
flyers—Jonathan McKee's 44-foot Dark Star, Peter Heppel's 30-
foot Baby Blue, and my 35-foot Longboard—looked like strong
contenders by the time the race got underway.

The race started at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday afternoon, so there
was enough tide to get from Ilwaco across the bar to the virtual
start line at the mouth of the Columbia River. A cold, gray rain

XP-44 Phoenix zipping to the finish.
Photo by Charlotte Gann.

Photo by Maxine-Damore.

greeted us, and we found it really disorienting attempting
a virtual start with no land or marks in sight. The fleet set off
on a power jib reach in a 15-knot west-southwest wind, which
backed to the southwest and then south-southwest range
shortly after the start, as winds built into the 20 to 25 knot
range, kites were getting hoisted and the downwind fun began.

Mach I, the Mark McCuddy and Kent Picknell skippered
Wylie 70, Rage, Kim Alfred’s F-45RC, Cheekee Monkee, along
with the three Bieker boats quickly separated from the heavier
displacement pack. The trick was to avoid sailing too high and
stay as close to the rhumb line as possible. Race veteran Jim
Calnon and crew on the 1/120 Pathfinder schooled us
all by diligently sticking to the rhumbline which
contributed to winning Division C.

As Bruce Hedrick predicted, after 4 hours
of power running, a weak front washed in
from the west and the wind veered that
direction. Those who changed gears
quickly by getting their kites down and
getting back to reaching jibs tended
to step out a bit on anyone for whom
managing the transition took a little
more time. That set the stage for a long
evening and night of power reaching
in 18 to 25 knots combined with a very
confused sea state and competing wave
trains—all in pitch black darkness. It was a fast
and wet night and was a good test of how good your

foul weather gear and boots were.

Once the fleet got to Cape Alava, it was possible to crack
off 20 degrees for a more comfortable stretch to Duntze Rock
with the windspeed moderating somewhere between 15 to 20
knots. Eventually, this allowed spinnakers to make their second
appearance of the race before Duntze Rock, which resulted
in a fast approach to the Strait of Juan de Fuca. While we all
anticipated a nice traditional downwind slide down the Strait,
the reality proved to be far from straight forward!

Not long after entering the Strait on the westerly, the wind
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backed significantly into the southwest and at times south-
southwest, which resulted in hard kite reaching down the
middle of the Strait.

One more pothole awaited—the pre-race weather models
showed an emerging and expanding band of light air in the
central Strait on Friday morning. The key for the leaders was
to press east as fast as possible to avoid being gobbled up
by this light air. Mach Il, Cheekee Monkee, Dark Star, Rage, and
Longboard all avoided the light air and had relatively fast
runs to the virtual finish line off Brotchie Ledge. Baby Blue
was slowed a bit by the lighter conditions, but the rest of the
heavier displacement boats were significantly impacted by the
lighter conditions.

After the race, there were reports of mal de mer, foil damage,
sprit’s breaking, sail failures, and the occasional snagged crab
pot buoy. But all the crews seemed to make it to Victoria safely,
if not a little tired, wet, and achy. No one was complaining about
the fast pace.

The fast off the wind conditions set up the possibility that
the Perry 66 Icon’s 2014 record of 14 hours 56 minutes might
be broken by Mach II. Alas, it was not to be as Dan Sinclair
reported they lost time backing down in the night to remove
some crab pot buoys that got tangled on their keel, which was
later followed by a light air patch off Neah Bay that slowed
them further. Nonetheless, Mach Il completed the course in an
impressive 18 hours at 7:07 Friday morning to take the Line
Honors win.

Dark Star narrowly crossed the finish line ahead of Rage
at 11:30 on Friday morning and corrected ahead of Mach II,
winning Division A and ending up third overall.

In Division B, Longboard finished at 12:11 on Friday to win
Division B and the Overall ORC win. Baby Blue finished 2.5
hours later and was second overall and in Division B. The three
Bieker boats enjoyed the conditions, were all sailed well by
experienced crews, and took home each of the steps on the
overall podium.

In Division C ORC, Pathfinder beat out race veteran Ged
MclLean’s Wylie 43 Hana Mari to take the win in the 11-boat
division. Chad Stenwick’s 1/35 The Boss won Division D handily
over Ben Emery’s C&C 99 Penelope in a nine boat division.

In the Multihull Division, Joe Grosjean’s Light 55 catamaran
Ceres sailed a strong race to win the division by two hours over
John Neidig's Dragonfly 35 Lykke. And in the Cruising Division,
Rich Elstrom’s Ericson 35-2 Aja won the very competitive eight
boat fleet. Huge kudos to the last boat who hung in there to
finish, J. Grant Loomis’ Albin Ballad Highlander with an elapsed
time of 63 hours and 5 minutes—admirable determination and
resilience!

The Pacific Northwest Offshore Race (formerly known as the
Oregon Offshore) has a long and storied history in our part of
the world and the success of this year’s 50" anniversary event
is a direct result of the dedication, passion, energy, and hard
work by the event organizing committee, Portland Yacht Club,
Corinthian Yacht Club of Portland, and by the title sponsor
Schooner Creek Boat Works. All the participants are grateful for
making this year’s edition one for the ages.

Full results at www.pacificnwoffshore.org

enjoying the conditions/on

Cape Dory 33 Sea Spnge
the way to 3 in the Cruising

Mach Il crew raising a glass to a great race and a
Line Honors win. Photo by Charlotte Gann.
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SMITH AND VASHON ISLAND RACES

drawing large fleets for rewarding challenges on some of Puget Sound’s longest

S eattle Yacht Club’s (SYC) Tri-Island Series is a pillar of the spring racing calendar,

courses.The 2026 series is off to a start that's true to form and expectation—
there’s been glorious sailing as well as some conditions that required sailing skill
be accompanied by grit and persistence. At the time of publication, two of the three
races have been run: late April’'s Smith Island Race and mid-May’s Vashon Island
Race. The series-capping Blake Island Race takes place on Saturday, May 30.

SMITH ISLAND

A tantalizing forecast greeted the
sailors for the Smith Island Race. Not
only was there going to be lots of warm
sunshine, but also a solid bit of breeze
was likely as the day went on. Both
forecast and reality aligned for some
pretty classic Puget Sound conditions on
a fair weather northerly spring day. The
Long Course is 85-miles out and back
from Shilshole Bay around Smith Island in
the eastern Strait of Juan de Fuca, and 24
boats came out for the long-haul across
four ORC classes. The 35-mile shorter-
course option turns back toward Seattle
after rounding the Double Bluff buoy and

drew 17 boats—]/105s and two PHRF
classes. The 26-mile Cruiser/Racer class
was seven boats strong.

The wind didn’t arrive right away but,
after a short postponement, patches of
breeze filled in and the SYC committee
got things underway as soon as the
opportunity presented itself—leaving a
few of the biggest, fastest boats with a
bit of a scramble drill to get sails up and
trimmed in time for their the day’s first
start.

Heading north, the fleet started out in
very light breeze under 5 knots, which
built to the high single digits by the
time boats were approaching Kingston.

44

Though the earliest hints of the filling
breeze actually materialized on the east
side of the course, the west side was the
place to be. The breeze filled and shifted
left, and was into the low-to-mid teens
by Double Bluff when the Short Course
boats turned south.

Typical of the conditions on a day like
this, the breeze continued to strengthen
entering the bigger water of the Strait.
The beat north gave way to a reach near
Smith Island, before running kites were
set for the trip south. Among the big and
fast boats of Class 1, new-to-town Ker
52 Ryujin and TP52 Glory were battling
tightly at the front of the fleet on the
way north with Glory having jumped
to a lead and maintaining it most of
the way. When the time came to bear
off near Smith Island, veteran skipper
Greg Slyngstad and his savvy Ryujin
crew quickly executed a three-headsail
reach, passing and extending on Glory.

Running south, it turned out to be
a race against time. The farther south
you were when the sun went down
and the breeze shut off, the better.
Passing Point No Point and entering
the Central Sound, the Class 1 boats
were still in touch and it was all to play
for. At that time, Glory was just ahead,
but as boat speeds dropped under 2
knots in the twilight, Ryujin was able to
turn a couple-hundred-yard lead into
40 minutes and they won handily on
corrected time, taking the ORC overall
win along with class and line honors.

Many of the other Long Course boats,
fast but not quite as fast, had a great
deal more white-knuckle tedium in
the nighttime absence of breeze, many
finishing in the wee hours and a few into
the next day.

Class winners on the Long Course, in
addition to Ryujin, were Riptide 44 Dark
Star, Farr 39ML Absolutely, and J/111
Hooligan.

Among the Short Course boats,
the overall victory went to Wauquiez
Centurion 40s Different Drummer, who
also topped their class. Other class
winners were Ranger 33 Aurora, and
J/105 Moose Unknown who trailed
Peer Gynt nearly the whole race and
managed to make the pass just before
the finish. Cal 40 White Squall took
home the Cruiser/Racer trophy.



}ORG ass 1 competitors beat toward Smi
- beautiful ﬂgrtherly. Photo by Sean Trew.

VASHON ISLAND

The second installment of the Tri-
Island Series, the Vashon Island Race,
had a less promising forecast than the
first race, and brought sailors south into
an area that typically has lighter breeze.
With the light northerly that started the
day, concerns about the prospects of
getting around Vashon'’s south end were
present before the race even began.

There was a more significant
postponement for the Vashon Race
than Smith Island, and it was near 11
a.m. when the sequences got off and
the fleet headed south in about 4 knots
of northerly wind. Similar to the first
event in the series, there were three
course options: Long Course at about 47
miles (17 boats), Short Course turning
back north after Point Robinson for
approximately 35 miles (18 boats), and
the Cruiser/Racers with a round trip of
15 miles (7 boats).

Once underway with spinnakers
flying, the fleet spread wide across
the Sound, with boats spanning all the
way from the Bainbridge side to near

rhumb line down Elliott Bay—and there
weren’t big advantages to either.
Consolidating back around the
entrance to East Passage, the breeze
stayed fairly consistent. The fleet
stayed mostly in touch until around
Point Robinson when they saw a
perpendicular line of glass. The wind
just turned off, and a handful of Long
Course boats pulled the plug soon after.
Those that continued connected
the dots in the calm south end, before
breaking into a bit of breeze again
while heading north in Colvos Passage.
TP52 Mist came through the south end
ahead among the Class 1 boats, holding
off Ryujin all the way north until just
before the finish, with Mist taking the
class and overall wins in the last light
of the evening's brilliant sunset. Others
continued well into the night and, in
the end, only seven boats completed
the whole course. In addition to Mist,
class honors went to Riptide 41 Blue,
Aerodyne 43 Freja, and 1/111 Hooligan.
Among the Short Course boats, the
turn back north after Point Robinson

Davidson 29 Madame Pele's consistently great
performances put them at the -
Course leaderboard he

(left) led Moose Unknown
through the whole Smith
Island Short Course, but
Moose got ahead just
before the finish. Peer
Gynt evened the score
with a win in the

Vashon Island Race.

Photo by Sean Trew.

yielded some more fluky sailing on the
beat, but mostly this fleet was able to
find enough breeze to keep moving.
As there was in the first event, a battle
between Peer Gynt and Moose Unknown
ensued once again at the front of the
J/105 fleet, with Peer Gynt prevailing
this time for class and Short Course
overall honors. Short Course class
honors also went to J/109 Eclipse and
1/80 Jolly Green. Of additional note
among the Short Course contingent is
Davidson 29 Madame Pele, who hasn't
brought home a class win, but their
consistent overall performances leave
them atop the overall leaderboard for
the series.

With fun and challenge aplenty, these
were two pleasant days of spring racing.
On long distance courses, there's bound
to be some ups and downs, but the
light air portions of each race proved
decisive. It's sure to be another round
of fun competition and camaraderie
to finish out the series with the Blake
Island Race.

Full results at www.seattleyachtclub.org

after two events. Photo
y.Derek DeCouteau.
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~~ RACE TO THE _S"'TRA_'ITS 2026 -

the Straits (RTTS). In short, RTTS is an annual doublehanded

or singlehanded event organized by Sloop Tavern Yacht Club
(STYC). This event is one of my favorite races in the Pacific
Northwest; and it appears the sentiment holds true for many
other local sailors. One could argue the race really started at
8:00 a.m. on March 13 when the race registration opened and
all 90 initial spots sold out in under 22 minutes, leading to a
waitlist that was reportedly 45+ boats strong. Thanks to the
STYC volunteers that worked to secure additional moorage,
the totalregistered boats grew beyond theinitial cap. This year
had 107 registered boats at the time of the Friday skippers
meeting. The nice weather made it all the better, with warm
sunshine and wind providing two days of amazing sailing.

Saturday’s course was from Shilshole Bay Marina to Port
Townsend, with Double Bluff buoy just beyond halfway to be
kept to port. Sunday was the reverse, keeping Double Bluff buoy
to starboard. In total, it's approximately 30 miles each way.
RTTS uses a rating adjusted, time-specific chase start, meaning
each boat's handicap determines their exact start time and then
whoever crosses the finish line first wins.

To be competitive on this course, boats need to factor in
currents, wind, water depths, clean air, and always have a
good look out for other competitors as well as commercial
traffic. From our perspective, the fleet did a good job avoiding
commercial traffic and | hope that was the case across the
whole fleet. Races in Puget Sound often cross the shipping
lanes, and this weekend crossed twice each day; we need to be
good partners following COLREGS so event organizers like STYC

I ‘m sure most 48° North readers are already aware of Race To

T -l-ﬂ‘ a

-

- Photo by Sean Trew.

and other clubs can keep securing race permits from the USCG.
Unfortunately, the record wasn't quite so clean for competitor
traffic, with one collision between competitors (sidebar on page
48). At least one boat sustained major damage, but thankfully |
heard all sailors are ok.

When we arrived at my 1/109 Eclipse on Saturday, there was
zero wind with no signs of immediate change. Chatter on P-Dock
turned to start delay concerns and laughing about how much
work there was for the skipper without the full crew there. To all
of our relief and excitement, the wind quickly built to about 10

- -
-

The intrepid Eclipse crew on . Zz |
their way to Port Townsend. "?/

Photo by Chris Zenner.
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knots in the marina just prior to the first boat's start at 8:03 am.

We favored the west side of the course for presumed better
wind pressure and expected shifts to the left as we made our
way to Port Townsend. | later heard some boats that stayed east,
sailing up to Edmonds before crossing, made out extremely well
bucking the typical wisdom. As the day went on, wind increased
to a sustained 18 to 20 knots before reaching Point No Point.
The higher wind with only one crew for the rail made it hard
work to keep the boat flat and point well. We discussed reefing
a couple times, but it always seemed like the wind was going
to ease back, and we were able to maintain control. Each tack
was hard work for the jib trimmer, especially for the boats using
overlapping genoas.

By the time we approached Marrowstone Point, the flood
tide had started running against us and the wind began to ease.
Taking some tacks into the beach before reaching the point
delivered some nice eddies that paid off relative to the boats
who were farther out. After rounding Marrowstone Point, the
wind got lighter with the current still on the nose, making the
next challenge loosening things up to keep the boat moving.
Staying in race mode, we tried to pick off the 1/105 Moose
Unknown on the final leg, but they stayed ahead of us across the
finish. In the end, we finished around 3:30 Saturday and were
first to cross the line in our class.

Spending the afternoon in Port Townsend is part of the magic
of this weekend. We switched to the other assigned channel
for docking assignments, took our slip, and ended up chatting
with a handful of other sailors before finally getting the boat

2026 NIGHTLY SPONSORS
JUNE 4: MARINA MANAGEMENT JUNE 11: MONKEY FIST MARINE
JUNE 18: CSR MARINE JUNE 25: SPASH N’ DETAIL
JULY 2: EVERGREEN ELECTRICAL JULY 9: FISHERIES SUPPLY
JULY 16: SEAHAWK PAINTS JULY 30: SEATTLE KRAKEN
AUGUST 6: COMMUNITY NIGHT
BENEFITING:

THE FORGOTTEN CHILDREN’S FUND

Sailing south under spinnaker
on day two, and staying well
clear of commercial traffic.

put away and officially switching to social mode. Unlike the
fully crewed races where you might stay circled up with your
own boat’s crew, the shorthanded element of this race lends to
a great mix of re-connecting with old friends from other boats
and meeting many other sailors for the first time. The party at
the Northwest Maritime Center was as good as always, from
standing outside on the deck with a cold beverage to sitting
down to the catered BBQ dinner sharing stories of the day or
life off the water. The STYC Race Committee thanked sponsors
and provided a quick update on results, including “halfway hat”
awards to the first boat to finish in each class.

Sunday dawned with more sunshine and offered the fleet a
30-mile spinnaker ride from Port Townsend back to Ballard. The
current was against us from the beginning, which traditionally

DELIVERING
SAILS, REPAIRS
& RIGGING

IN THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST

By sailors, for sailors.
doylesails.com

Doyle Sails Seattle
6303 Seaview Ave NW
Seattle, Washington
+1206 706 5500
seattle@doylesails.com

DOYLE


https://www.downtownsailingseries.com/
https://www.doylesails.com/loft-seattle/

can make it very hard to get around Marrowstone Point in
the often-light morning wind. Thankfully, the day started
with a good wind—about 10 knots at our start time—and
held through the finish, building to 14-18 knots for most
of the race.

We set up for outside jibes, which worked well
shorthanded as the wind gained strength. We did our
best to stay in the wind and avoid current until the course
required us to cross to the halfway mark. That turned out
to be a good call, as we saw 4 knots of adverse current
crossing the center of Admiralty inlet.

Our day wasn’t without its mistakes. We found ourselves
too deep in Skunk Bay and the current relief did not
outweigh the light wind we got stuck in while we were
there. | know better and didn’t listen to prior lessons.
Then south of Kingston, as we focused on staying ahead of
the boats closest to us in our class, the 1/99 One Life and
Wauquiez Centurion 40s Different Drummer, we overstood
the finish mark not anticipating the last shift. Ending the
day with a tight spinnaker reach in 16-18 knots was a fun
fast sail to the finish, but we put in more distance than we
needed. We did not know one boat evaded us Sunday until
seeing the posted results. The 1/100 Selah started before
us, and we never caught up enough to realize they were
ahead of us. Congrats Selah, well sailed! In the end, we
were happy to secure the firstin class for the weekend, and
even happier to have had such splendid sailing conditions
for the entirety of both days.

The two of us on Eclipse enjoyed the weekend thoroughly.
It was a blast to sail doublehanded with a friend I've
known my whole life, having grown up together in local
sailing families. Sailing to Port Townsend is always a great
adventure, enhanced by hanging out and partying with
fellow sailors. Getting to do it all again the next day makes
it @ memorably fun weekend, no matter your finishing
position. Adding a bit of competition to the camaraderie
creates a goal and inspires focus, and our good fortune to
secure a first in our class for the weekend was icing on the
cake. Hope you get out sailing often, for Race to the Straits
2027 or any of the other great opportunities on Puget
Sound and beyond!

Full results at www.styc.org

With a great fleet and conditions like this, it was an
outstanding weekend no matter your finishing position.

THE BANANA STAND’S DEVASTATING
RACE TO THE STRAITS

by Adam Yuret, Skipper, SC 27 The Banana Stand

After a sail change near Apple Tree Cove in breeze building
into the high teens and above, we approached Point No Point
flying our Santa Cruz 27's beautiful blade jib and reefed main.
My 15 year old son, Ben, estimated we were reeling in some
competition. | was on the high side, and Ben was keeping
an eye on traffic below us. | went over emergency radio
procedures with him, as | wasn't sure he knew how to call for
help effectively if things somehow went awry.

On our last tack before crossing Admiralty Inlet after Point
No Point, Ben looked under the sails and calmly said "There's a
boat crossing us who isn’t going to make it, but they should be
clear to tack ahead.” | assumed the boat would tack away and
lee-bow us, and we might have to tack to avoid their dirty air.

A few seconds later, Ben yelled "STARBOARD!" and | joined
him. | decided to take a peek and see what was happening.
What | saw was a 40-foot racing boat that was only a few feet
from our rail, bearing away from the wind with both sails
strapped, trying to duck us. Just as | saw them, they made
hard contact with our hull on the port side, and our race and
season was over. The skipper of the other boat immediately
apologized and took full responsibility.

| told Ben to get the sails down and he went forward. When
| saw the port-side chainplates were obscured by the rippling
deck damage and feared they might be lifting out and our rig
mightdrop, | tacked across to the other board. Ben admonished
me since now the big hole was on the leeward side, but it was
more important we get the rig secured and move the wind
load to the undamaged chainplates until he could attach the
jib halyard to the first bit of intact toerail aft of the damage.

| called a pan-pan into the USCG to let them know about
our collision and that we were motoring two hours back to
Shilshole unescorted.

Digging the bilge out from under the #1 we stuffed down
during our sail change, it was full of water. Weirdly, my
automatic bilge pump wasn’t working. Luckily, | was able to
use our manual backup to clear the bilge and confirm that no
more water was coming in. | am in awe that an “ultralight”
27-footer from 1978 not only didn’t sink when T-boned at full
speed by a 15,000-pound boat, but she got us home safely.

It would be nice if there was a silver lining to this story, but
the Banana is definitely dead. It's devastating to lose a boat,
a member of the family, that we had enjoyed for 15 years—
Ben’s entire life. The boat that hit us made a terrible mistake,
and | do not bear any ill will toward them.

With luck and some financial help, | hope we’ll recover and
be able to get back out there as a family. In the meantime,
thanks to everyone who made The Banana Stand a great racing
program, and a wonderful learning platform for both my boys
and me.
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CABO RICO 38

Crealockdesigned bluewaterboatin Newport,Oregon.
We are selling it due to health issues. It's a great boat
for a couple or family and can comfortably sleep six
people. We cruised over 10,000 miles in the Pacific
and Caribbean. She has been well taken care of over
theyears. There have beenupgradesincludingdodger,
sail cover, engine, radar, and ground tackle. Contact
me for spec sheet/pics. » Contact George P Leonnig
*1(503) 707-6062 * moctobi@gmail.com * $50,000

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY!
1986 NONSUCH 30 ULTRA

Located in Hoonah, AK. Excellent maintenance - fully-
equipped for NW cruising (full cockpit enclosure and
two heaters). Move your personal gear and provisions
aboard and head south down the Inside Passage or
20 miles north to Glacier Bay (or beyond). Complete
listing of equipment and improvements upon
inquiry. » Contact Robert Hutton * (907) 209-0996
* hutton99829@yahoo.com * $50,000

42' CASCADE HIGH SIDE FOR SALE

Factory built High Side. 1976/2006 refit. New rebuilt
Volvo MD17C diesel fresh water cooled engine.
Watermaker, SSB radio, auto pilot, wind vane, Furuno
GPS, Furuno radar, Pro-furl head sail, new main sail,
new batteries w/2000 watt storage, 4 new 100 watt
solar panels, 160 gallons fresh water tankage, 170
gallon diesel tankage. More pics and details available
» Contact Ace R Anderson ¢ (503) 458-6195
* aceandy@centurylink.net * $47,000

2003 JEANNEAU SUN ODYSSEY 40

Amazingperformance cruiser for Salish Sea or offshore.
Blue water vet: Mexico, Hawaii and Alaska. Excellent
condition with all the gear: near new Yanmar 4JH57
(160 hrs) direct drive; aux fuel tank; MAX prop; water-
maker; ESPAR hydronic heat; RADAR; AIS; power winch
for main, etc. Does it all with ease: single handed,
with crew or family. Contact for full listing info.
» Contact Dave Stromquist ¢ (360) 606-9043
* dstromquist@comcast.net * $125,000

T et
32' JOHN ALDEN CUTTER FOR SALE

1940 double ended cutter built in Maine. 9 ton
displacement, iron ballast. Mahogany on oak frames.
Recent redecked with glassed marine ply, new
bulwarks. | am selling as my health makes it difficult
to give this classic wood boat the attention she
deserves. Moored at Boat Haven, Port Townsend WA.
You may be able to keep this slip as a heritage vessel.
» Contact William Stanley ¢ (360) 661-5369
* oceanheart@whidbey.com ¢ $19,900

SCHOCK SANTANA 23D
NEEDS A NEW LOVING HOME

Hull #97 comes complete with trailer, many sails
& spinnakers, a motor & lots of extras. Located in
the Okanagan Valley of B.C. a light wind sailor for
a family & a competitive racer for the enthusiast,
sleeps 4. Great for cruising with a retractable
keel, just sail her up on the beach, has a little
custom galley. Stored inside for most of her time.
» Contact Carole Grant ¢ 1(403) 680-7307
« barrie_carole@hotmail.com * $7,500
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BO FOR SALE

PRICE REDUCED! 38' INSULATED STEEL
SLOOP - 1978 KURLANDE 38

New electricB&GMFD,radar,AlS,2 VHF's,custom SSarch
w/ solar, fridge, oven/stove, heat, newer 40 HP Volvo,
Windvane, 60lbanchorw/300'HT chain, interior rebuilt
2004, pullman, quarter & sea berths. Large windlass,
mast pulpit, 105 gal H,0, 95 gal fuel. In Friday Harbor.
» Contact John Walsh < (206) 399-5678
* jkw.boat@gmail.com * $80,000

1976 37FT TOLLYCRAFT CONVERTIBLE

Twin 2010 210hp Hino diesels. 1000 engine hours. 3
Alaska Gold batteries. Windows and portholesreplaced.
New salon shades. New cockpit canvas. 2 downriggers.
2 Mercury outboards: 15hp & 9.9hp. Sea Wise dingy
lift. Total 250 gallons diesel. Fresh water 140 gallons.
New cockpit canvas. Starboard brightwork will need
some love. » Contact Doug Meyer ¢ (360) 770-4394
* doug.meyer@live.com * $40,000

CUSTOM 26’ FIBERGLASS TUGBOAT

Re-built tugboat (Crosby Yachts) in 2023/2024 from
hull up. New in 2023/2024: John Deere 4045TFM85
125 hp, Walter Keel Cooler, ZF Transmission, 2 fuel
tanks (35 gal. each), fuel lines, hydraulic steering, pilot
house, windows, Sapele frames, Coosa board decks,
fuel systems, throttle assembly, bunks, cushions and
more. » Contact Patrick Pillsbury ¢ (458) 329-8091
* pjpillsbury@icloud.com * $67,500

-

s 3

CATSPAW DINGHY - STRIP PLANK VERSION

Traditional planked boat designed by Joel White. Deja
Vu is an adaptation to strip plank construction which
consists of 1 X 1/2 inch yellow cedar strips edge glued
together covered by fiberglass cloth. The transom and
seating is constructed from Khaya. No internal frame
for uncluttered interior. Sides of rear seat moved
forward to form benches. » Contact David H Lester
*(253) 670-3033 ¢ dhlester@gmail.com ¢ $9,500
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BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE MARINE EQUIPMENT

CAPE GEORGE 31 FOR SALE

Tough. Fast. Experienced. 100,000 offshore miles,
10,000 in Southern Ocean. Circumnavigator. New
Zealand to Caribbean by way of Cape Horn. Extra
strong. Extrasimple.» ContactJesse *(561)512-3251
* rover.of.tacoma@gmail.com * $15,000

TRINE CUSTOM CLASSIC DOUBLE-
ENDED 40KVM SPISSGATTER SLOOP

Beautifully restored and maintained Trine needs a
steward to enjoy and carry into the future. For more
information and pics: https://classicboatshow.com/
classified/trine-34-holth-spissgatter-sloop-1941/
» Contact George Boggs °* (360) 815-5342
* geoboggs@gmail.com ¢ $15,000

1974 FISHER 30 KETCH

Stout, seaworthy, Vancouver Island vet. Current survey.
Upgrades since 2020: Volvo 40HP (600 hrs), standing
and running rigging, Ballard sails, primary wiring, B&G
electronics,additionaltankage, 200 watts solar, dinghy
and davits, and more. More photos and info available.
» Contact Matt Herinckx ¢ (360) 943-9752
* herinclkxmj@yahoo.com * $35,000

CUSTOM RHODES/SEAFARER 38

Custom built from a Phillip Rhodes designed bare hull
for blue water cruising and living aboard by owner/
engineer, Sauterelle has proven seaworthy, safe and
comfortable in ocean cruises: Caribbean, Hawaii,
and South Pacific. Exceptionally well maintained
and clean. Extensive updated equipment inventory.
» Contact Rick Whitaker * (360) 224-7274
* rickannette2@comcast.net * $29,000

2012 40’ GARTSIDE YAWL LA VIE EN ROSE

This gorgeous Bermudian Double Ended Yawl was
designed by Paul Gartside, built by Jespersen Boat
BuildersinB.C.,Canadaandlaunchedin2012.The Hull
is cold-molded with Western Red Cedar, Douglas Fir,
FiberglassandWestSystemsEpoxy.Theboatisbeautiful,
incredibly well-built and ready to sail for any horizon!
View article: https://www.woodenboat.com/online-
exclusives/la-vie-en-rose » Contact (360) 316-9370
* Rob@PortTownsendBoatCo.com * $195,500

PARTNERSHIPS

HUNTER 340 PARTNERSHIP

1/3 Share available in Kia Ora, a 2001 Hunter
340. Boat based in Seattle. Stable partnership
since 2007. Cost is $12K plus $300 per month for
moorage and maintenance. » Contact Larry Schultz
* Irschultz@comcast.net » $12,000

MARINE EQUIPMENT

8 PERSON SELF-INFLATING VIKING LIFERAFT

Inspected 02-04-2025, next inspection 02-04-2028.
196 lbs. Date of manufacture 2016. Self inflating,
class 9. » Contact Richard Knierim ¢ (206) 372-3196
* rhknierim@gmail.com * $1,000

YAGER SAILS & CANVAS
NW Sail and Canvas Makers

YAGERSAILS.COM

FLYINGSAILS.NET

509.928.1964

Asymetrical drifters & spinnakers
Classic Sails (Gaff, Sprit & Lugs)
Performance furling & G-Spinn™ Sails
Light Air Sails

WE DESIGN & MAKE CUSTOM SAILS
IN WASHINGTON STATE!

GREAT
BEAR WILD

COMPLETE SET OF CHARTS
OLYMPIA TO GLACIER BAY

Manybooks,anchorages, histories,andinterestingreads
aswell.ChartsincludealltheinletsbetweenOlympiaand
into SEAlaska, aswellas the outside, including, Baranof
Island, Dall Island, Haida Gwaii, and Vancouver Island.
» Contact Rick Hoffmann ¢ (425) 232-0595
* rhoff1149@gmail.com ¢ $1,000

www.hydrovane.com

FEEL THE FREEDOM

Of sailing with a Hydrovane

Independent Self-Steering Windvane and
Emergency Rudder/Steering System

Winning Winpvane!

GOLDEN?®
GLOBE°RACE

2018

MEBCODO~<T

AROUND THE WORLD, 50LO, NON-STOP

Golden Globe Race Winner Jean-Luc
was full of praise for his Hydrovane in
the southern ocean: “In a gale it has a
big advantage because it is not
steering the boat’s rudder, but has its
own. This little rudder is far more

efficient than the big rudder.”

» HYDROVANE *

STEERING THE DREAM

For even more photos
and listings check out

48north.com/classifieds
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

VESSEL MOVING

No ocean too big, no trip too small, no ship too large,
no mast too tall, sail or power, we move them all!!!

When you are ready, give us a call.
Professional service since 1967.
CappyTom@aol.com ¢ (206) 390-1596

Full service rig shop serving Puget Sound

EVERGREEN
RIGGING

Cliff Hennen
\ (360) 207-5016 * (206) 718-5582

Wwww.evergreenrigging.com

BYR

BALLARD YACHT
RIGGING

Standing Rigging * Running Rigging ¢ Electronics

Splicing < Furlers « Lifelines « Inspections « Plumbing
Hydraulics « Troubleshooting * Power Boats, Too

TIM HUSE 206-354-9039

TIM@BALLARDYACHTRIGGING.COM

Race on Lake Washington and Puget Sound!

At AN Y4
Social Events

Reciprocal Rights

SR Juniors Racing and Classes

206.789.1919 Cycseattle Ol‘g

Visit our floating clubhouse at Shilshole Bay Marina

Buoy and Distance Regattas
Cruising Outings
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' SailTime

Fractional Membership makes
boating affordable & easy!
Your boat is ready when you are!

https://sailtime.com/location/anacortes

info@seattleyachts.com
360-299-0777
\ r

MOORAGE

MAKANI KAI MARINA, KANEOHE BAY, HAWAII
Escape PNW cold! Makani Kai Marinaunit35 townhouse
includes a 44’ deeded slip. Enjoy warm, year-round
sailing on Kane'ohe Bay and beyond. No drysuits...
EVER! SEA>>HNL and on your boat the same day. Warm
water, steady tradewinds. End-unit with koa floors
in a gated marina community. Minutes to H-3 and
beaches. Vacant and easy to show. Let’s go sailing!
» Contact John Climaldi « (808) 687-1890
* jc@oceanregroup.com ¢ $1,125,000

LIBERTY BAY MARINA

40’ — 48’ — 60’ slips.
Great location in Poulsbo, WA
Restrooms, Showers.

Call the Marina Manager for availability
and waitlist options: 360-779-7762

(" For even more photos
and listings check out
48north.com/classifieds

S
ACHTS

American Sailing Association
courses Basic Keelboat 101
through Advanced Coastal 206
Based in Beautiful Anacortes, WA
sailtime.com/location/anacortes/sailing-school

info@seattleyachts.com
206-351-8661

J
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Professionally staffed!
Open 6 days, Sun by appt.
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Yachtfinders/ windseakers |

(619) 224-2349 * Fax (619) 224-4692 » 2330 Shelter Island Dr. #207 San Diego, CA 92106

www.yachtfinders.hiz e info@yachtfinders.biz

66° GORBON 66 °’97
$475,000
“BAJAVENTO” A luxurious
performance vessel that can
easily be sailed shorthanded.
Professionally maintained.
Cruise in style and comfort.

58’ TAYANA 58 DECK SALON 06

- $447,000

s “MAJESTIC” With electric

winchesinthe cockpit, aLeisure

Furlboomandbow thruster, she

is easily handled by a couple.
LLC-owned.

| 50’ TAYANA ISARA 50 '14

| T T $1,150,000

“CHASING WATERFALLS”

“| The ultimate luxury cruising

| catamaran! Recent upgrades

make her a true turn-key

| offshore vessel that will fulfill
your dreams.

63’ MASON 63 82 $198,500
‘AVENIR” A gorgeous vessel maintained to
exceptional standards. New sails and stack
packs, cockpi

Find us on
Facebook

43’ J BOATS J/133 "04 $179,000
“G FORCE” Be competitive in races or
de-tune for pleasurable cruising. This
vessel does both well. LLC-owned.

54’ ROBERTS 54 '79 $225,000
“SPIRIT” Rugged bluewater vessel
designed for comfort and safety. Nicely
upgraded. Certified up to 42 passengers.
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“SUN BIRD”One-owner, well-maintained
yacht. Enclosed pilothouse with inside
helm. Ideal for all-weather sailing.

Contact David White - david@nwmaritime.org

40’ CATALINA 400 MK 11°08 ... $184,500
“RIGHT ACTION” Lightly used, well
maintained. Great deck design with twin
steering stations. Spacious owner’s cabin.

THINKING OF SELLING
YOUR BOAT? LET US HELP!

Power or Sail, we have
buyers waiting! Call:
619.224.2349 or email:
info@yachtfinders.biz

$20,000

360-379-5807
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BOATSHEDSEATTLE . BOATSHEDTACOMA
BOATSHEDEVERETT . BOATSHEDPORTTOWNSEND

WATERLI N E BOATS View oun entine inventory of boals for sate af

HOMEPORT FOR HELMSMAN TRAWLERS  walerlineboals.com

WATERLINEBOATS.COM | SEATTLE 206 282 0110 | EVERETT 425 278 9846 | PORT TOWNSEND 564 218 5201

1964 Reduced 1983 Reduced 1985 Reduced 2024 Reduced 1970
Custom PH 65 Schooner | DeFever 49 Raised PH Barnett Offshore 47 Helmsman Trawlers 43E Egg Harbor 43 MY

1992 2010 2024 2008 2023 Reduced
Ocean Alexander 42 | Sea Ray 390 Sundancer Helmsman Trawlers 38E Commander 30 Ranger Tugs R-23

WATERLINE BOATS

Northwest dealer for
DMS MagnusMaster anti-roll stabilization

View an operating display model

T ionl
DM Holland @I8) at our WLB Port Townsend location!
Ahead in stabilisation ‘\_J

dms.stabilizers@waterlineboats.com
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TERAL W SRS,

LUXURY MOTOR YACHTS SUPERBLY CRAFTED SURPRISINGLY AFFORDABLE
FOR ADVENTURE AND COMFORT TOP QUALITY MEANS SAFE COMFORTABLE CRUISING
E6 E4 E3 46 43E 43S 38E 38S

Contact Waterline Boats for more! Contact Waterline Boats for more!

WATERLINE BOATS | ELLING YACHTS | HELMSMAN TRAWLERS | WATERLINEBOATS.COM


https://waterlineboats.com/
mailto:dms.stabilizers%40waterlineboats.com?subject=

5;:!\ QUALITY YACHTS FROM SWIFTSUREYACHTS.COM

The flagship Beneteau 57 was conceived as a \
true offshore cruiser by the renowned designer
Bruce Farr and reflects a rare moment in ! oy e \ = \ Sara Lynn
production boatbuilding when performance, - ' s ' o,
structural integrity, and long-range comfort
were all given equal priority. The moderate
displacement, generous sail area, and well-pro-
portioned hull shape translate into a yacht that
is both powerful and easily driven with spirited
performance that doesn’t sacrifice the steady,
reassuring motion demanded for passage mak-
ing. On deck, the center cockpit configuration
is a defining feature, offering security offshore
and excellent visibility for the helmsman from
the port side helm station. The cockpit is deep,
well-protected, and designed for both passage-
making and entertaining. This air-conditioned
four-cabin version has one large owner cabin
aft with ensuite head and separate shower, a
watch cabin with separate head/shower, and
two guest cabins forward with separate heads
and a shared shower.

— ALEX PERRY, SWIFTSURE YACHTS

FEATURED LISTING

Beneteau 57
2003 - $345,000

PRICE REDUCED

000

e - "
83 « $349,000

"

Perry 61+ 1997 » $449,000

READY FOR
NORTHWEST PASSAGE
PRICE REDUCED

B I. s
Amel 55 « 2018 « $979,000 Dudley Dix 43 2004 + $329,000 Sprague Custom 48 « 2006 ¢ $399,000

52 Amel (Mango) 1978  $239,000 40 JBoatsJ/120 1998 ¢139,000 Seattle, Pacific N\W

X San Francisco Bay
51 Outremer 2020 $1,150,000 40 Liberty 1987  $150,000 San Diego

) .
mo e T e meddo e i Swiftsure
urns >chooner artan g
’ ) With brokers on
47 McKinna 1999  Inquire 36 Catalina 36 1993 $43,000  poth west and east —— Yachts
46 Outbound 2011 $405000 36 C&C110 2005 $119,000  coasts, Swiftsure _
44 Nordic 1983 $99,000 35 Saga 2002 $89,000 Yachts provides www.swiftsureyachts.com
43 J Boats J/130 1994  $125000 31 Sydney 2002 $58,000 premium service 206.378.1110 | info@swiftsureyachts.com
42 RogerHillCat 2002  $525000 31 RangerTug 203 225000 1O Si'rlcs’:”ibnugymg 2540;Ne:||ak§v AAVsé;“dg Ste.A
) eattle,

41 Bayliner 4087 1996  $119,000 25 Ranger Tug 2026 $99,500 quality yachts. facebook.com/swiftsureyachts

Discover the full range of new Hallberg-Rassy Yachts ‘I
Hallberg-Rass

54



http://www.swiftsureyachts.com

2476 WESTLAKE AVE N #101 WWW_SIGNATURE-YACHTS.COM
SEATTLE, WA 98109 e 206-284-9004

3 POWER & SAIL
BENETEAU 8‘XSHORE @

POWER & SAIL NEILPRYDESAILS

Beneteau Oceanis 46.1
$599,000 - Save 3‘34,593

PRE-OWNED LISTINGS

ps "
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Seascape 18 16 ......ccceveeeeeice s $39,000 MI]RE |.|ST|NGS/WHAT'S HAPPENING Beneteau 373

Seascape 24 '17 .$59,000 Hunter 356 '02 $69,900 Catalina 36 '89........... Pending
: A 040000 L g i Y Benet is 37 '17. ..SOLD
Beneteau First 258 14 .........ccccoovvcivienicsinn $49,990  HUNLET 38 106 ...vrvesevevrreseeerssseereessreeressseeeesse $117.000 P:Qﬁf%favc:fﬁa%'g 3 "ggLD

Aphrodite 101 32" '78 ......c.cveeeeeiierereresereeeene $25,900 C&C 37/40+'89... ... $59,950 Hunter41 DS ......... ™
HUNEr 33.5'92 ...t $39,500 Beneteau 343 '07.....c.ceeveeeeeeieeireeeeeeeeeeseenans $89,900 Beneteau Oceanis 40.1'22 .......c.ccevveeveeveeerreennn SOLD



http://www.signature-yachts.com

MARINE SERVICENTER

Bellingham Los Angeles an Diego I~
2442 Wesﬂake Ave.N 1801 Roeder Ave. #128 4655 Admiralty Way, #208 955 Harbor lslond Dr,#160 JEANNEAU
206.323.2405 360.770.0180 310.963.3750 619.733.0559 5-Time North American

info@marinesc.com ¢ www.marinesc.com Dedler of the Year

In Stock & Sale Priced!
SAVE $92,801

CLEARANCE SALE!
SAVE $179,595

2025 Jeanneau 440 #78982: $579- 868 NEW 2024 Lagoon 42 #835 $748 612

In Stock & Sale Priced! (¢ JUST ARRIVED! In Stock & Sale Priced!
SAVE $52,656 & i SAVE 520,000 SAVE $65,580
e

] New' Wesf Coasf Debuﬂ )
2026 Jeanneau 415 #79978: $499,893

In Stock & Sale Priced! CLEARANCE SALE! __ ARRIVES JULY!
SAVE $49,697 2 | SAVE $38,000 . = = SAVE $50,000

LISTINGS WANTED! « WE GET RESULTS!
§ll See Your Boat in 48° North + 6 Online MLS!
45' Beneteau 4515
" Jeanneau 44DS
' Nauticat 43 PH '8
' Jeanneau 409 ‘1
" Jeanneau 39i ¢
' Sceptre 36
’ o == SRVARE I
e S )l 35' Jeanneau SO 35
5 ——— @l 35' Catalina 355 ‘24.
e o
' Catalina 350 ‘04.
™ Reduced A “’F ' Jeanneau 349 2
e AT i ' Jeanneau 349 ‘16 & ‘17

34' True North 34 OE '24..Clearance..$628,568

f_ 28' XO DFNDR 9 2 learance..$389,784

Dean Iwata Bryan Rhodes

1985 Dehler 372 559 900 2014 Jeanneau 349 - $149,00 - 2001 Hunter 34 * $44,900 Todd Heckel Don Smifh


https://www.marinesc.com
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